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Britain's  No.  1  Sweetener.  
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programme  to  benefit  all  Chemists 
and  Druggists. 

Hermesetas  not  only  enjoys  No.  1 
position  in  the  total  U.K.  Sweetener 
market  but  is  also  the  only  brand 
with  a  record  of  consistent  growth 
achieved  through  its  commitment  to 
continuous  brand  support. 
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So  if  you're  interested  in  looking  after  No.1  stock  up  now  with  Hermesetas 
by  contacting  Jenks  Brokerage  .  .  .  and  share  in  this  success  story. 
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Contractors  will 
experience  a  sense 
of  deja  vu  on 
reading  (pi  12)  that 
it  is  most  unlikely  the 
remuneration  side  of  the  once 
new  contract  will  be  ready  for 
presentation  to  the  LPC 
conference  on  February  8,  and 
presumably,  consequent  intro- 
duction on  April  1 . 

The  PSNC  appears  to  be 
reaching  the  limits  of  its 
endurance  and  is  now  proposing 
that  until  a  remuneration  deal  is 
struck  the  existing  system  should 
be  retained  together  with  control 
of  entry.  This  gives  the  DHSS 
one  of  the  major  points  it  has 
been  seeking  while  leaving  the 
vital  question  of  finance  up  in  the 
air.  It  is  obvious  that  aspects  of 
the  package  agreed  to  two  years 
ago,  such  as  the  compensation 
scheme,  no  longer  fit  the  present 
situation.  On  current  progress  it 
is  still  an  "all  or  nothing" 
package  —  all  for  the  DHSS  and 
nothing  for  the  contractor. 

It  defies  belief  that  after  two 
years  two  bodies,  allegedly 
working  in  broad  agreement  on 


principles,  cannot  get  their  act 
together.  It  is  to  PSNC's  credit 
that  it  has  doggedly  pursued  the 
objectives  it  was  set  by 
contractors  in  the  face  of 
interminable  delays  from  the 
Department,  and  the 
questionable  need  for  primary 
legislation.  But  in  agreeing  to 
accept  control  of  entry  without  a 
remunerative  deal  the  PSNC  is 
voluntarily  allowing  the  "all  or 
nothing"  package  to  be  split  —  a 
dangerous  precedent.  The 
financial  issues  on  which  the 
Department  has  not  yet 
responded  are  those  stage  two 
items  fed  into  the  negotiations  as 
delays  built  up  on  stage  one  — 


an  additional  pharmacist 
allowance,  payment  related  to 
period  of  treatment  etc.  But  also 
outstanding  —  since  1985  —  is 
the  method  of  determining  profit 
formula.  This  was  referred  to  the 
Pharmacy  Review  Panel  last 
Summer,  but  has  still  to  be 
considered  because,  it  is 
understood,  the  Department  has 
yet  to  submit  its  case! 

It  is  difficult  to  see  any 
solution  for  PSNC  except  to 
press  ahead  on  its  current 
course,  the  groundwork  done. 
Persistence  may  be  the  way  to 
win  through.  It  is  too  late  to  turn 
back  and  a  change  of  policy 
would  only  confuse  matters  fur- 
ther. The  saddest  thing  about  the 
situation  though,  is  that  the 
Department,  by  introducing  de- 
lays at  every  turn,  is  denying 
pharmacists  the  chance  to 
approach  the  opportunities  held 
out  in  the  Primary  Health  Care 
Paper  with  any  confidence.  Does 


the  Government 
really  want  a  sound 
community -based 
pharmaceutical 

=;prvirp') 
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Still  no  cash  deal  to 
put  to  LPC  Conference 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee  says  it  is 
unlikely  to  be  able  to  present  a  remuneration  deal  to 
contractors  for  consideration  at  the  LPC  conference  on 
February  8.  The  Committee  is  blaming  the  Department  of 
Health  for  the  lack  of  progress 


"We  are  still  firmly  behind  control  of 
entry,"  says  PSNC  chief  executive  Alan 
Smith.  "However,  we  have  not  finalised 
the  financial  details.  The  Committee  is 
simply  not  in  a  position  to  recommend 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  something  that 
is  unpriced  with  the  small  print  missing." 

Until  a  new  deal  is  struck  PSNC  is 
proposing  that  the  existing  remuneration 
structure  is  retained,  together  with  control 
of  entry.  This  would  allow  at  least  part  of 
the  contract  package  to  become  operative 
by  April  1,  assuming  the  control  of  entry 
regulations  are  laid  in  adequate  time  to 
become  law  (see  last  week  p72). 

PSNC  has  had  a  reply  from  the  DHSS 
in  response  to  its  financial  proposals,  Mr 
Smith  reveals,  but  says  "If  that  was  the 
Department's  final  word  it  is  not 
satisfactory."  If  on-cost  is  to  be  reduced  to 
5  per  cent,  it  is  essential  to  settle  the 
treatment  of  nil  discount  items  such  as 
Controlled  Drugs,  certain  ACBS  items 
and  stoma  equipment,  Mr  Smith  says. 
PSNC  is  also  awaiting  a  positive  response 
on  the  issues  of  an  additional  pharmacist 
allowance  and  payment  related  to  period 
of  treatment. 

Also  outstanding  is  how  the  profit 
formula  should  be  calculated.  This  could 


make  a  difference  of  £50m-£60m  to  the 
balance  sheet,  according  to  Mr  Smith.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Pharmacy 
Review  Panel  last  year,  but  is  still  to  be 
considered. 

PSNC  is  also  exploring  ways  of  giving 
compensation  to  those  contractors  who  will 
fall  below  the  16,000  prescription  ceiling 
over  the  next  two  years  who  will  not  qualify 
under  the  present  arrangements.  The 
Committee  is  also  pressing  for  a  rapid 
introduction  of  an  enhanced  Essential 
Small  Pharmacy  Scheme. 

PSNC  was  next  meeting  with  the  DHSS 
on  Thursday  or  Friday,  and  are  asking  for 
a  full  plenary  meeting  next  week. 
Chairman  David  Sharpe  has  also 
requested  a  meeting  with  the  Minister  over 
the  unresolved  issue  of  a  cut-off  date  in  the 
control  of  entry  regulations. 

Negotiations  may  be  hampered  by  the 
departure  of  the  chief  DHSS  negotiator, 
under  secretary  Tom  Luce. 

■  PSNC  is  to  press  for  pharmacists' 
inclusion  in  British  Telecom's  new  "cut 
price"  NHS  package  for  priority  repairs 
(C&D  last  week,  pl02).  Pharmacists  have 
only  ever  been  included  on  priority  lists  at 
the  discretion  of  local  BT  managers. 
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More  details 
please,  say  CHCs 

The  Association  of  Community 
Health  Councils  for  England  and 
Wales  would  like  to  see  more 
information  on  prescribed 
medicines  —  particularly  adverse 
reactions  and  contraindications  — 
being  distributed  from  pharmacies. 

In  its  written  response  to  the 
Government's  consultation  paper  on 
Primary  Health  Care,  published  this  week, 
the  Association  says  that  information  on 
possible  adverse  reactions  and  clinical 
contraindications  should  be  available  with 
all  prescribed  medicines. 

While  recognising  that  people  already 
"ask  their  pharmacist",  the  Association 
also  agrees  that  the  potential  role  of 
pharmacists  in  giving  health  care  advice 
could  usefully  be  explored  with 
pharmacists  and  GPs.  There  is  a  list  of  the 
most  common  "concerns"  patients  have 
about  GP  services,  which  includes  the 
need  for  guidance  on  the  issuing  of  repeat 
prescriptions;  receptionists  preventing 
patients  talking  to  doctors  and  sometimes 
being  seen  to  diagnose  illnesses;  the  long 
wait,  even  when  the  patient  feels  the 
matter  is  urgent;  the  short  period  of  time 
given  by  doctors  and  the  apparent  lack  of 
willingness  to  listen;  and  the  increasing 
reluctance  of  GPs  to  make  home  visits. 

The  Association  would  like  to  see  more 
emphasis  on  prevention  with  ready  advice 
available  on  diet,  smoking  and  drinking, 
and  regular  health  examinations  for  the 
elderly  together  with  "well  pensioner"  and 
"well  women"  clinics  being  established. 

PSNC  is  supporting  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  view  that  disposal  of  syringes 
used  by  possible  AIDS  carriers  should  be 
left  to  the  professional  discretion  of  the 
individual  pharmacist.  Advice  on  methods 
of  disposal  is  available  from  Peter 
Boardman  and  the  PSNC's  Southgate 
office  (tel  01-882  3888). 


'Untapped  army' 

Pharmacists  in  Britain  are  "an  army  of 
untapped  bram  power",  says  Woman 
magazine. 

A  comprehensive  feature  on 
community  pharmacists  by  consumer 
editor  Gaynor  Morgan,  explains  the 
expanded  healthcare  role  for  the 
profession  which  is  supported  by  the 
Government.  "New  look"  pharmacies  are 
on  the  way  it  says,  with  counselling  areas, 
and  a  more  even  distribution  of 
pharmacies . 
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New  contract 
just  received 
in  NI 


The  DHSS  in  Northern  Ireland  has 
just  produced  draft  new  contract 
regulations  and  guidelines  for 
consideration  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Contractors 
Committee  as  C&D  closed  for  press. 

Secretary  Mr  Thos  O'Rourke  told  C&D 
the  PCC  had  been  promised  the 
documents  by  mid-January  when  it  last  met 
with  DHSS  officials  just  before  Christmas. 
"I  have  been  asking  for  the  papers  for  the 
last  six  months,  and  now  am  extremely 
doubtful  that  sufficient  time  remains  to 
negotiate  a  complete  package,  including 
the  cash  elements,  by  April  1. 

Mr  O'Rourke  says  the  NI  control  of 
entry  regulations  and  guidelines  are  based 
more  on  the  Scottish  model  (C&D, 
December  20/27,  plOlO)  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  but  hopes  to  negotiate 
a  formula  peculiar  to  the  Province.  He 
accepts  that  compensation  should  be  paid 
to  contractors  wishing  to  close  who  were  in 
contract  on  June  7,  1985,  but  says  the  cut- 
off point  will  have  to  be  lower  than  the 
1,300  scripts  a  month  limit  set  for  Scotland. 
He  also  agrees  that  contractors  who  can 
demonstrate  a  prior  financial  commitment 
to  open  up  before  the  new  contract  comes 
in,  should  be  allowed  to  do  so  under  the 
old  arrangements,  provided  they  are  in 
business  within  six  months. 

An  Essential  Small  Pharmacy  Scheme 
for  the  Province's  520  contractors  should 
be  another  vital  element  of  any  new 
contract,  says  Mr  O'Rourke. 

The  contract  documents  will  first  be 
discussed  by  the  full  PCC,  before  its 
secretary  and  chairman  meet  with  their 
Scottish  counterparts  to  exchange 
information  and  data.  The  DHSS  has  asked 
for  comment  by  February  21.  The  PCC's 
decisions  will  then  need  to  be  conveyed  to 
contractors  through  a  series  of  regional 
meetings,  Mr  O'Rourke  says. 


PSNC  and  PGC  in  council  of  war? 


A  council  of  war?  PSNC  officials  flew  to  Edinburgh  for  a  four  hour  meeting  with 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council  officials  on  Monday,  ostensibly  to  discuss  progress  on  the 
implementation  of  the  new  contract  North  and  South  of  the  Border.  "We  do  not  want  great 
differences  developing  between  contractors  in  England  and  Wales,  and  Scotland,"  said 
PSNC  chief  executive  Alan  Smith.  PGC  chairman  Ian  Mullen  said  afterwards  that  closer 
liason  could  only  be  mutually  beneficial.  Pictured  1  to  r:  Mike  Brining  (PSNC  financial 
executive),  Graeme  Millar  (PGC),  Alan  Smith  (PSNC  chief  executive),  Colin  Virden 
(PGC  secretary),  Ian  Mullen  (PGC  chairman),  and  David  Sharpe  (PSNC  chairman) 


PGC  progress 


Contract  negotiations  in  Scotland  are 
progressing  without  hold  ups,  "although 
we  might  like  it  to  be  a  little  quicker", 
according  to  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  Secretary  Colin  Virden. 

The  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  is  currently  working  to 


produce  a  projected  balance  sheet  to  show 
how  much  money  is  likely  to  be  available. 
"We  are  talking  in  detail  about  the 
mechanics,"  says  Dr  Virden.  Unlike 
PSNC,  the  PGC  Standing  Committee  does 
not  have  to  present  its  final  package  for 
contractors'  approval,  although  the 
outcome  of  detailed  negotiations  will  be 
reported  to  the  General  Council. 


Jersey  police 
check  GFs  CDs 

Police  in  Jersey  are  seeking  new 
powers  allowing  them  access  to  the 
controlled  drugs  records  of  GPs. 

If  their  request  is  approved  by  the 
island's  attorney-general,  Mr  Philip 
Bailhache,  then  it  would  give  Jersey  Police 
more  powers  than  police  in  the  rest  of  the 
UK,  according  to  the  Jersey  Weekly  Post. 
At  present  police  can  check  pharmacist's 
CD  records,  but  not  those  of  GPs,  for  the 
CDs  they  hold  for  emergency  use. 


No  official  word 
yet  on  contract 

No  decision  has  taken  on  when  to 
implement  section  3  —  the  section 
on  control  of  entry  —  of  the  NHS 
(Amendment)  Act.  Health  Minister 
Tony  Newton  said  in  the  Commons 
last  week. 

Section  4  of  the  Bill,  allowing 


retrospective  adjustment  of  remuneration 
(ie  clawback)  came  into  force  last 
November,  he  told  Liberal  MP  Archie 
Kirkwood. 

It  had  been  understood  that  the 
Department  of  Health,  along  with  the 
PSNC,  had  been  aiming  for  an  April  1 
introduction  of  the  control  of  entry 
regulations,  along  with  a  new 
remuneration  package.  But  there  is  now 
doubt  whether  this  will  now  happen  on 
both  counts  (see  opposite). 


The  request  from  the  Jersey  Police 
Chief  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
follows  growing  concern  on  the  island 
about  the  apparent  ease  with  which 
addicts  are  obtaining  drugs.  The  new 
powers,  if  they  are  granted,  would  come 
under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  (Jersey)  Law 
1978  which  allows  the  Public  Health 
Committee  to  nominate  individuals  to 
inspect  the  supplies  and  records  of  a 
"person  carrying  on  business  as  a 
producer  or  supplier  of  any  CD". 

In  the  UK  similar  legislation  exists,  but 
doctors  are  not  regarded  as  "carrying  on  a 
business,"  and  therefore  not  liable  to 
checks  under  the  law. 


HEA  follows  HEC 

Secretary  for  Social  Services  Norman 
Fowler  has  laid  regulations  to  set  up  the 
Health  Education  Authority,  which  will 
succeed  the  Health  Education  Council  on 
April  1.  As  a  special  health  authority  it  will 
be  accountable  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  NHS  in  England. 
One  of  the  HEA's  first  major 
responsibilities  will  be  for  public 
education  about  AIDS. 
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Society  wants 
more  time  for 
new  role 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  last 
week  published  its  comments  on  the 
Government's  Primary  Health  Care 
document.  Perhaps  of  the  most 
interest  to  community  pharmacists 
is  a  suggestion  that  pharmacies 
should  suspend  services  during 
quiet  periods  to  allow  pharmacists 
time  for  their  "extended  role". 

The  Society  says  that  it  is  of  paramount 
importance  that,  except  for  very  short 
periods,  a  pharmacist  should  be  present 
whenever  a  pharmacy  is  open.  But  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  for  a  pharmacy  run 
by  a  single  pharmacist  to  offer  additional 
services  requiring  his  absence  from  the 
shop,  if  those  services  had  to  be  offered 
outside  shop  hours. 

It  should  be  possible,  says  the  Society, 
to  arrange  for  a  restricted  hours  of  service 
contract  allowing  a  pharmacist  to  suspend 
his  normal  service  during  a  quiet  part  of 
the  day,  enabling  him  to  undertake  outside 
professional  activity. 

The  Council  is  also  reviewing  practice 
procedures  on  supervision  of  dispensing, 
and  the  sale  of  medicines  to  ensure  that 
pharmacists  are  only  required  to  be 
personally  involved  when  that  involvement 
is  necessary  for  public  safety. 

Just  what  will  require  the  personal 
involvement  of  a  pharmacist  on  every 
occasion  has  yet  to  be  determined.  This 
fundamental  section  of  the  Nuffield  Report 
demands  full  debate  within  pharmacy. 

The  Society  also  feels  that  pharmacists 
should  provide  a  pharmaceutical  service 
to  patients  in  residential  homes,  and  those 
unable  to  visit  pharmacies.  A  domicialiary 
service  would  not  intrude  on  the  GP's  role, 
since  patients  would  be  offered  only  those 
services  which  they  could  obtain  by 
visiting  a  pharmacy. 

Pharmacy-held  patient  records  are 
particularly  useful  for  pharmacists 
providing  domiciliary  services  to  visiting 
nursing  homes.  Records  would  also  be 
useful  for  chronically  sick  patients  and  for 
those  on  complex  regimes.  And  the 
Society  says  there  is  a  case  for  some 
categories  of  patient  registering  with  a 
pharmacy  voluntarily. 

Among  the  other  comments  is  a 
recommendation  that  the  best  service  to 
patients  is  provided  when  both  doctor  and 
pharmacist  are  involved  in  the  supply  of  a 
prescribed  medicine  to  any  patient. 
Dispensing  services,  however  provided, 
should  be  assessed  by  the  same  standards. 


St  Albans  MP  Mr  Peter  Lilley  was  a  recent 
visitor  to  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  headquarters  for  what  was 
described  as  a  "gentle  lobbying"  exercise. 
Mr  Lilley  was  given  background 
information  about  the  problems  facing 
pharmacists,  the  anomalies  in  the 
treatment  of  pharmacists  and  dispensing 
doctors,  and  the  stream  of  new  legislation 
from  all  Government  departments.  He  is 
seen  here  with  NPA  director  Tim  Astill 
(right)  and  vice-chairman  David  Thomas 
outside  Mallinson  House 


Original  pack  dispensing  should  be 
the  norm  allowing  pharmacists  more  time 
to  expand  their  role,  and  more  medicines 
should  be  made  available  for  sale  without 
prescription  from  pharmacies. 

Pharmacists  are  now  making  a 
significant  contribution  to  health 
education  and  promotion  but  this  role  is 
still  under-utilised.  Pharmacy  must  be 
represented  on  the  new  Special  Health 
Authority  which  is  to  replace  the  Health 
Education  Council,  and  the  Society  feels 
that  pharmacists  should  be  more  involved 
in  training  other  health  care  workers. 
■  The  Joint  Boots  Pharmacists 
Association,  in  its  response  to  the  Green 
Paper,  says  supervision  must  be  redefined. 
The  JBPA  says  a  realistic  view  would  be  to 
ensure  that  a  pharmacist  is  readily 
available  to  counsel  the  public  at  all  times, 
while  making  his  own  professional 
judgment  on  supervision,  provided  that  a 
proper  service  is  given  by  trained  staff. 
The  Association,  while  agreeing  with  the 
concept,  expresses  reservations  about 
pharmacists  leaving  the  premises  for  the 
"extended  role".  The  JBPA  points  out  that 
"a  pharmacy  is  the  only  place  where  the 
public  his  immediate  access  to  a  health 
professional  without  an  appointment." 


Sun  pills  out 

Distributors  of  sun-tanning  pills  containing 
canthaxanthin  have  agreed  voluntarily  to 
withdraw  the  products  from  sale,  the 
Department  of  Trade  said  on  Tuesday. 

The  move  follows  advice  from  the 
advisory  committee  on  toxicity,  at  the 
DHSS,  that  canthaxanthin  can  cause 
deposits  on  the  retina  which  could 
interfere  with  twilight  vision,  dark 
adaptation  and  susceptibility  to  glare.  The 
Department  would  not  name  the 
companies  involved  but  said  that  stocks 
are  almost  exhausted. 


Chemist  fined 
£2,100  for  bad 
timing 

A  Soho  pharmacist  was  fined  £2,100 
for  offences  involving  drug  addicts' 
prescriptions  at  Bow  Street 
Magistrates  court  last  week. 

Marc  Dahan,  of  132  Audley  Road, 
Hendon,  admitted  five  charges  and  asked 
for  76  others  to  be  considered. 

The  charges  admitted  were  that  Mr 
Dahan,  between  January  and  August  last 
year,  supplied  herom  ampoules  or 
methadone  before  the  dates  prescribed,  or 
other  than  in  accordance  with  the 
prescriptions.  Four  similar  charges  were 
withdrawn  by  the  prosecution. 

Crown  prosecutor,  Mr  Robert  Roscoe, 
said  there  was  no  allegation  that  Mr 
Dahan,  a  man  of  previous  good  character, 
acted  for  profit.  The  prescriptions  were  for 
registered  drug  addicts  who  went  to  the 
pharmacy  regularly. 

All  the  drugs  were  correctly  recorded, 
which  lead  to  the  offences  coming  to  light 
when  the  records  were  inspected  by 
Scotland  Yard  drug  officers.  Prescriptions 
were  also  kept,  and  a  discrepancy  between 
dates  was  noticed. 

Solicitor  Mr  Adrian  Salter,  for  Mr 
Dahan,  said  the  pharmacist  had  helped  the 
police  on  a  number  of  occasions  over 
forged  prescriptions,  and  had  an  excellent 
relationship  with  them.  He  said  Mr  Dahan 
felt  sad  it  had  taken  so  long  for  the  errors  to 
be  pointed  out  after  many  inspections. 

Mr  Dahan  had  checked  dates  with  the 
doctor  who  prescribed  the  couple  with 
drugs  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  had 
been  told  the  prescriptions  dates  were 
correct,  said  Mr  Salter.  There  had  been  no 
danger  of  drugs  being  sold.  And  he  added 
the  PSGB  was  carrying  out  its  own 
investigation  for  which  Mr  Dahan 
probably  just  faced  a  reprimand. 

A  former  chairman  of  Soho's 
Community  Health  Authority  and 
Westminster  Police  Committee  Cr  David 
Avery,  vouched  for  Mr  Dahan  being  a 
respected  and  liked  pharmacist. 

Dahan  was  ordered  to  pay  £50  costs. 

An  amendment  to  the  Consumer 
Protection  Bill,  designed  to  protect 
pharmacists  facing  product  liability 
charges,  has  been  withdrawn  by  Lord  De 
Lawarr  (Con).  During  the  Committee 
stage  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Monday,  he 
was  told  by  Lord  Cameron  of  Loch  Broom, 
the  Lord  Advocate,  that  it  was  necessary. 
Provisions  were  made  for  such  charges  in 
the  Civil  Liability  (Contributions)  Act 
1978. 
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NEWS 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

by  Xroyser 


Variant  PIP 
Codes 


Users  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Interface  Pro- 
duct Code  (PIP  Code)  are  advised  that 
"fashion"  shades  of  cosmetics  etc  will  no 
longer  receive  individual  variant  codes. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion's PIP  Code  technical  consultative  panel 
has  noted  that  in  practice  these  codes  are 
rarely  used,  because  retail  pharmacies  with 
point-of-sale  systems  rightly  prefer  broader 
"dump"  codes  for  such  products.  Also, 
fashion  colours  are  normally  ordered  direct 
from  agency  houses  or  via  representatives 
rather  than  electronically  through  phar- 
maceutical wholesalers.  The  variants  con- 
cerned are  changed  frequently  by  the 
manufacturer  (eg.  Spring  and  Autumn),  but 
when  discontinued  their  codes  are  not  re- 
allocated for  at  least  a  further  18  months  — 
which  in  the  longer  term  could  lead  to  a  shor- 
tage of  codes. 

The  technical  panel  therefore  has  agreed 
that  the  cost  of  maintaining  fashion  shade 
codes  is  not  justifiable,  and  that  their  issue 
should  be  discontinued.  Codes  already  in 
the  C&D  Price  List  will  be  withdrawn  over 
the  next  few  months,  though  the  shade 
names  themselves  will  continue  to  be  shown 
in  italics  below  each  appropriate  product 
description.  Withdrawn  codes  may  be  re- 
issued without  the  usual  time  delay  and 
should  not  be  used  for  ordering  purposes 
with  immediate  effect.  Where  all  variant 
codes  for  a  product  are  withdrawn,  the 
"main"  code  will  again  appear  in  the  PIP 
Code  column  of  the  Price  List.  Those  who  re- 
quire their  EPoS  system  to  record  by  shade 
will  be  able  to  implement  this  policy  by  us- 
ing codes  within  the  600-000  series  numbers 
which  are  available  to  all  PIP  code  users  for 
their  own  purposes. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Interface  Product 
Code  is  administered  by  the  National  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  from  whom  licence 
details  may  be  obtained.  Copyright  is  jointly 
owned  by  the  NPA  and  Benn  Brothers, 
publishers  of  Chemist  &  Druggist. 


'Parents'  wanted 

Support  for  an  "adopt-a-student" 
scheme  is  being  called  for  by  the 
North  West  Metropolitan  Branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

In  a  joint  letter,  Branch  chairman  John 
lies,  and  the  Dean  of  The  School  of 
Pharmacy,  University  of  London,  Dr  Frank 
Fish,  say  they  want  to  provide  first  year 
pharmacy  students  with  an  opportunity  to 
see  pharmacy  in  "real  practice".  But  they 
stress  the  scheme  in  not  designed  to 
provide  an  entree  for  any  type  of 
employment.  Interested  pharmacists 
should  contact  The  Dean,  The  School  of 
Pharmacy  University  of  London. 
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Consumer  rights 

With  its  usual  efficiency  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  has  sent  us 
the  Pink  Supplement  along  with  an 
updated  "Code  of  Practice  for  the 
Photographic  Industry".  However,  the 
business  of  repairs  under  guarantee  is  of 
sufficient  interest  to  allow  comment. 

I  was  challenged  last  year  over  a  fault 
which  developed  about  nine  months  after 
the  purchase.  The  customer,  highly 
incensed,  thrust  the  camera  into  my  hands 
demanding  instant,  current  model 
replacement,  "or  else!"  With  so  charming 
a  start,  it  took  a  fair  old  effort  to  damp 
down  a  fiery  response,  but  I  managed  it, 
and  asked  about  the  fault.  It  was  real.  I 
therefore  smiled  and  offered  to  post  it  back 
to  the  maker  for  him,  if  he  would  bring 
back  the  guarantee  card  receipt.  All  hell 
broke  loose  and  he  told  me  what  he  was 
going  to  do,  lawyers,  Office  of  Fair 
Trading,  etc.  He  stormed  out. 

True  to  form  I  had  a  telephone  call  half 
an  hour  later  from  the  OFT  asking  for 
details.  I  told  all  and  was  congratulated! 
They  sent  him  out  with  a  thick  ear.  For  all 
that  it  was  not  a  happy  transaction,  having 
to  return  it  twice  before  it  was  repaired 
satisfactorily,  and  costing  me  all  the 
meagre  margin  I  had  made  in  the 
beginning.  Until  this  case  I  had  been 
under  the  misapprehension  that,  after  a 
couple  of  months  or  so,  the  obligation  for 
guarantee  repairs  lay  directly  with  the 
guarantor  (ie  the  maker  or  importer),  so 
that  the  customer  had  to  deal  with  them 
directly.  Confirmed  in  this  publication  is 
the  fact  that  we,  the  retailers,  are 
responsible  for  returning  it,  and  the  cost! 

AIDS  aids 

The  AIDS  booklets  are  on  our  display 
rack,  alongside  the  drug  abuse  pamphlet 
in  the  shop.  Today,  the  domestic  pamphlet 
arrived  at  home.  I  thought  it  a 
straightforward  document  which  should 
be  easily  read  and  understood.  So  calmly 
stated,  in  fact,  that  you  find  your  self 
wondering  what  all  the  fuss  is  about.  It  is 
almost  unreal,  until  you  realise  it  is  reality. 
Family  comment  suggests  we  all  expected 
a  "shock,  horror"  type  of  approach.  So  this 
may  be  something  of  an  anticlimax. 

The  implications  of  AIDS  are 
daunting.  A  veritable  spectre  of  death  for 
those  who  are,  or  have  been,  promiscuous. 
The  pill  no  longer  promises  protection 
from  the  "consequences",  as  spelt  out  by 
the  Victorian  moralists.  It  is  not  hard  to 
imagine  a  situation  in  the  near  future  for 
parties  to  marry  expecting,  as  a  matter  of 
course  to  see  certificates  showing  freedom 


from  the  disease.  And  with  the  risks  being 
so  high,  it  looks  as  though  there  is  going  to 
be  a  fair  bit  of  unemployment  striking  the 
oldest  profession  in  the  world. 

Stormy  weather 

I  don't  need  to  say  it  .  .  .  but  I  shall!  The 
weather  is  causing  problems. 

Ridiculous,  really,  that  it  always  causes 
so  much  trouble,  when  if  we  were  only 
marginally  realistic,  we  would 
acknowledge  we  get  the  same  thing  every 
year.  I  bought  chains  for  my  car  last  year, 
so  with  front-wheel  drive  I  have  the 
marvellous  feeling  of  power  when  I  go 
clawing  my  way  up  and  down  the  dales. 
Deliveries  I  have  to  make  become  a 
stimulating  challenge  instead  of  a 
considerable  worry.  Although,  having 
experience  driving  abroad  in  snow  when  I 
was  a  youngster,  I  will  not  be  tempted  into 
the  drifts  of  side  roads,  which  I  negotiate 
in  "wellies". 

I  spent  the  best  part  of  Tuesday 
unfreezing  the  drains  because  some  clot 
left  a  dripping  tap  overnight,  which  built 
into  a  magnificent  clog-up.  No  plumbers 
available  here  for  such  minor  problems. 
And  since  my  parade  is  exposed  directly 
to  the  East,  we  left  the  heating  on  night  and 
day.  And  that,  I  may  inform  Mrs  Thatcher, 
is  going  to  cost  a  bit  more  than  the  mere 
fiver  they  are  giving,  so  reluctantly,  to 
some  of  the  OAP's. 

I  feel  desperately  sorry  for  the  poor 
tenants  in  the  rank,  dank,  draughty, 
uninsulated  Victorian  rooming  houses, 
whose  only  heat  comes  from  pitiful  electric 
radiant  heaters,  run  off  slot  meters. 
Already  I've  delivered  a  bundle  of 
antibiotic  scripts  to  people,  not  only 
unable  to  brave  the  weather,  but  unable  to 
keep  warm.  I've  good  contacts,  locally,  so 
can  point  help  in  their  direction. 

Legs  eleven? 

I  noted  there  is  a  course  about  hosiery 
products,  run  by  the  NPA.  I  had  a  call 
recently  from  a  new  rep  from  Lastonet  who 
told  me  the  company  had  been  taken  over 
again.  He  said  there  is  considerable  new 
investment  in  factory  and  equipment,  prior 
to  the  rewriting  of  the  specification  for 
NHS  hosiery. 

If  changes  are  afoot,  perhaps 
representations  may  be  made  regarding 
the  obsolete  methods  which  are  still 
needed  to  hold  up  the  present  range.  The 
so-called  suspenders  are  not  effective  for 
men,  while  most  women,  used  to  tights, 
resent  them  even  more.  The  use  of  velcro 
or  a  modified  form  of  one  legged  tights 
would  be  welcome  advances  for  today's 
users,  don't  you  think! 
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Electrolade  

Electrolade  is  a  banana-flavoured 
glucose/electrolyte  powder  lor  oral 
rehydration  therapy,  containing  the 
WHO/UNICEF  recommended  amount  of 
glucose  to  promote  near  optimal  glucose 
and  electrolyte  absorption,  says  Nicholas 
Laboratories.  It  is  being  promoted  to 
doctors,  and  a  bonus  offer  is  available  to 
pharmacists  for  a  limited  period.  Details 
from  Nicholas  representatives,  or  direct 
from  the  company. 

Manufacturer  Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd, 
225  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Berks  SL1  4AU 
Description  Sachets  containing  5.1g  of 
white,  free-flowing,  banana-flavoured 
powder.  Each  sachet  contains  sodium 
chloride  0.236g,  potassium  chloride  0.3g, 
sodium  bicarbonate,  0.5g,  glucose  4g, 
saccharin  sodium  O.Olg,  plus  flavourings 
Uses  Oral  replacement  therapy  of 
electrolyte  and  fluid  loss  in  children  and 
adults  arising  from  dehydration  associated 
with  diarrhoea,  and  dehydration 
associated  with  other  feverish  illnesses 
Reconstitution  Adults  and  children 
Dissolve  contents  of  each  sachet  in  200ml 
of  cool,  fresh,  clean,  drinking  water  to 
produce  a  clear,  colourless  solution. 
Irdants  boil  and  cool  water  before 
reconstitution.  Reconstituted  solutions 
should  be  used  immediately.  Any  unused 
should  be  discarded  or  stored  in  a 
refrigerator  for  no  longer  than  24  hours. 
The  solution  should  not  be  boiled  after 
reconstitution 

Dosage  As  a  basic  guide,  a  daily  intake  of 
150ml/kg  bodyweight  for  infants  (under 


two  years  of  age)  or  100  to  120ml/kg  for 
adults  and  children  is  recommended.  For 
full  details,  see  Data  sheet.  Inlants:  One  to 
one  and  a  half  times  usual  feed  volume. 
Children:  One  sachet  after  every  loose 
motion,  up  to  12  sachets  in  24  hours. 
Adults:  One  or  two  sachets  after  every 
loose  motion,  up  to  16  sachets  in  24  hours 
Warnings  No  absolute  contraindications, 
but  it  is  unwise  to  give  the  solution  in  renal 
failure  with  oliguria  or  anuria,  in  acute 
abdomen  proceeding  to  surgery,  or  where 
parenteral  therapy  should  be  given.  No 
extra  sugar  and  salt  should  be  added.  In 
treating  diabetics,  the  sugar  content  must 
be  noted 

Supply  restrictions  GSL 

Packs  Boxes  of  four  sachets  (£1.29  retail, 

£0.75  NHS),  20  sachets  (£6.49  retail,  NHS 

£3.75) 

Product  Licence  0188/0077 
Issued  January  1987 


Cox's  new  two 

Tamoxifen  40mg  and  verapamil  160mg 
tablets  are  now  available  from  Cox 
Pharmaceuticals.  The  tamoxifen  40mg 
tablets  are  white,  uncoated  biconvex 
tablets  marked  "G"  on  one  face  and 
TN40"  on  the  reverse  (30,  £25).  The 
verapamil  160mg  tablets  are  yellow,  film- 
coated,  circular  biconvex  tablets  marked 
"G"  on  one  face  and  "VL160"  on  the 
reverse  (100,  £16.35  both  prices  trade). 
Introductory  offers  are  available  through 
representatives  or  direct  from  Cox 
Pharmaceuticals,  Whiddon  Valley, 
Barnstaple,  Devon  EX32  8NS. 


Emergency 
Influvac 

Duphar  have  produced  a  new  Influvac 
monovalent  vaccine  following  the 
emergence  of  the  new  influenza 
A/Taiwan/1/86  H,N,  (A/Singapore-like 
H ,  N , )  strain.  The  emergency  vaccine  is 
available  only  in  single  dose  0.5ml 
ampoules  (£4.09  trade). 

The  company  says  it  understands  the 
Department  of  Health  is  to  advise  doctors 
to  vaccinate  "at  risk"  groups.  Current 
Influvac  sub  unit  trivalent  vaccine  is  still 
necessary  for  full  protection,  say  Duphar 
Laboratories  Ltd,  GatersHHJ,  West  End, 
Southampton  S03  3JD. 


Improved  mc2000 

Coloplast  mc2000  open  and  closed  bags 
are  being  redesigned  with  a  soft  backing 
of  non-woven  fabric,  which  the  company 
says  absorbs  perspiration  and  allows  the 
skin  to  breathe. 

The  new  stock  will  be  indicated  by  a 
red  sticker  on  each  outer  and  retail  box. 
Old  stock  should  be  used  first.  Code 
numbers  are  unchanged. 

The  new  mc2000  will  be  introduced 
across  the  range  over  the  next  few  weeks, 
with  the  exception  of  code  6100.  A  2  per 
cent  DHSS-approved  price  increase  will 
be  applied  from  February  1,  say  Coloplast 
Ltd,  Bridge  House,  Orchard  Lane, 
Huntingdon,  Cambs  PE18  6QT. 

BRIEFS 

Alkeran  5mg  tablets,  which  were  pink 
with  a  white  core,  are  now  white  with  a 
pink  core.  Alkeran  2mg  tablets  are  also 
changing  colour,  and  from  mid-February, 
will  also  be  white  with  a  pink  core.  Calmic 
Medical  Division  of  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe  Hall,  Crewe, 
Cheshire  CW1 1UB. 

Uniphyllin  Continus  tablets  are  to  appear 
in  56  tablet  packs  (£7.24)  from  the  end  of 
February.  Napp  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Cambridge  Science  Park,  Milton  Road, 
Cambridge  CB44BH. 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are  supporting 
Junior  Paraclear  with  a  £600,000  national 
television  advertising  campaign  in 
February  and  March.  It  will  also  feature  in 
Mother,  Parents,  Woman  and  Good 
Housekeeping  magazines.  Paraclear  will 
be  promoted  in  a  £200,000  national  Press 
campaign  during  March  and  April.  The 
Home  Medicine  Desk,  Nicholas 
Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough 
SL1  4 AN. 
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We  know  that  as  a  practising 
pharmacist  you  take  a  professional 
pride  in  the  service  you  provide  as  a 
valuable  link  in  the  chain  of  community 
health  care. 

Our  aim  is  to  help  you  reflect  this 
professional  image  to  your  customers  by 
creating  a  more  efficient  and  pleasant 
retail  environment. 

As  the  largest  shopfitting  company  in  the 
UK,  our  range  of  equipment  for  both  shop 
and  dispensary  is  amongst  the  finest 
available.  But  the  extra  value  of  the 
Showrax  service  lies  in  the  vitally 
important  expert  advice  our  consultants 
can  offer  on  how  to  maximise  the 
profitability  of  your  sales  area  and  plan 
your  dispensary  for  total  efficiency.  To 
discover  how  you  can  benefit  from  this 
valuable  service,  simply  return  the 
coupon  today.  We'll  also  send  you  our 
latest  brochures  on  shop  and  dispensary 
planning. 


To:  Baxter  Fell  Northfleet  Limited, 
Tower  Works,  Lower  Road,  Gravesend, 
Kent  DA1 1  9BE 

Please  tell  me  more  about  your  consultancy 
service  and  send  me  your  new  brochures. 

NAME:  

NAME  OF  SHOP:  

ADDRESS  OF  SHOP: 


I 
I 


Tel: 
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Tel:  South  (0474)  60671, 
North  (0204)  793316,  Scotland  (03552)  38521. 
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Big  news  about  a  growing  market. 
Family  Choice,  Britain's  leading  wholesalers' 
own  label  is  proud  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the 
first  comprehensive  baby  product  range  for 
independent  retailers. 

So  you  can  take  your  rightful  share  of  the 
not-so-little  £70  million  market. 

With  nappies,  oils,  lotions,  wipes,  cotton 
buds,  talcs  and  soaps,  all  strongly  branded  with 


the  family's  favourite  you're  assured  of  not 
only  a  boom  from  the  baby  market  but  plenty  of 
repeat  business  too. 

Our  quality  and  prices  keep  us  popular  with 
the  mothers,  whilst  our  POR  keeps  us  popular 
with  you. 

Nip  along  to  your  nearest  Booker  Cash  and 
Carry  to  stock  up  for  the  nippers  today. 
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NEW  BABY  RANGE  AVERAGE  POR  30% 


CASH  &  CARRY 


■  COUNTERPOINTS 
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Booker's  baby  a 
Family  Choice 

Booker  are  launching  a  new  range  of 
babycare  products  under  the  Family 
Choice  label. 

Packaging  for  the  range  features 
nursery  rhyme  characters  and  products 
include:  shampoo  (£0.59,  250ml);  baby 


bath  (£0.55,  250ml);  oil  (£0.79,  250ml); 
soap  (£0.29,  150g);  zinc  &  castor  oil  cream 
(£0.86,  250g);  petroleum  jelly  BP  (£0.79, 
225g);  talc  (£0.49,  250g);  lotion  (£0.55, 
250ml);  (£0.49,  250g)  wipes  (£1.21,  100); 
cotton  buds  (£0.39,  100);  and  elasticated 
disposable  nappies  (£0.99,  infant  10s, 
£1.15,  toddler  10s).  All  items  are  available 
in  the  company's  cash  and  carry  outlets. 
Booker  Cash  &  Carry  Head  OHice,  Mait 
House,  Field  End  Road,  Eastcote,  Ruishp, 
Middx. 

Merrell  have  introduced  a  10  tablet  of 
their  Pharmacy  analgesic  Syndol  at  £1.99. 
Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Stana 
Place,  Fairfield  Avenue,  Staines,  Middx. 


Merlin's  magic 
pregnancy  test 

A  new-pharmacy  test  is  available  from 
Merlin  Pharmaceuticals.  Sensitive  to  200iu 
HCG  per  litre,  the  test  can  be  used  five 
days  after  the  missed  period.  The  test  takes 
two  minutes  and  negative  samples  show 
agglutination  as  early  as  30  seconds. 
Positive  and  negative  urine  controls  are 
provided  with  every  kit  and  the  reagents 
are  stable  for  18  months  under 
refrigeration  (50,  £39.99).  Merlin 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd ,  11  Picardy  Street, 
Belvedere,  Kent  DA17  5QQ . 


Three  free 

Halls  are  offering  42  stickpacks  of 
Menthollyptus  for  the  price  of  39.  Proofs  of 
purchase  from  the  display  outers  will  be 
acceptable  in  the  current  Halls  Collector 
Scheme.  Halls  Brothers  (Whiteheld)  Ltd, 
Dumers  Lane,  Manchester  M26  9QT. 


If  you  want  the  best  in  generics,  there's  only 
one  name  to  choose  Wyeth 

Wyeth  quality 

Supplied  to  the  highest  standards  by  a  major 
international  research  and  manufacturing 
hi  iusi 

Wyeth  service 

Efficient  sales  support  and  comprehensive 
technical  back-up 

Wyeth  range 

A  constantly  expanding  range  of  generics 
from  the  one  supplier 

Wyeth  availability 

What  you  want,  when  you  want  it  —  only  a 
phone  call  away 

Wyeth  confidence 

Wyeth  the  name  you  can  trust  in  generics 

For  further  details  and  prices,  phone  our 
hotline'  06286  4377  ext  4519.  or  contact 
your  local  representative 


WYETH 


GENERICS 


UNPARALLELED  QUALITY 

•trade  mark 


Max  Factor 
re-Formula 

Max  Factor  are  relaunching  their  Swedish 
Formula  make-up  and  skincare  range. 

New  packaging  is  green  and  white. 
The  skin  care  products  are  divided  into 
two  regimes,  for  normal  to  dry  and  normal 
to  oily  skins,  and  designed  to  be  simple  to 
use.  Products  comprise  cleansing  cream, 
non-alcoholic  toner,  moisture  cream,  all 
for  normal  to  dry  skin,  and  cleansing 
lotion,  skin  freshener  and  moisture  lotion 
for  normal  to  oily  skins  (all  £3.75).  In 
addition  there  are  three  products  for  all 
skin  types:  night  cream  (£3.75),  eye  cream 
(£3)  and  eye  make-up  remover  (£2.75). 

The  cosmetic  collection  now 
comprises:  cream  foundation  (six  shades 
£3.25);  liquid  foundation  (six  shades 
£3.25);  tinted  moisturiser  (two  shades 
£3.25);  pressed  powder  (four  shades 
£3.50);  finishing  powder  (two  shades 
£3.50);  powder  blusher  (four  shades 
£3.75);  powder  eyeshadow  (eight  duos 
£3.75);  eye  pencil  (six  shades  £2.95,  not 
available  until  May);  mascara  (four  shades 
£3.25)  and  lipstick  (eighteen  shades 
£2 . 50) .  Max  Factor  Ltd,  Max  Factor 
House,  Watermans  Park,  Brentford, 
Middx. 


Perfume  on  air 

Parfums  Givenchy  is  being  broadcast 
around  the  country,  via  managing  director 
Peter  Norman. 

Mr  Norman  has  been  making  live 
appearances  on  local  radio,  discussing 
fragrance  lines  and  male  and  female 
attitudes  to  perfume,  say  Parfums 
Givenchy  Ltd,  Old Esher  Road,  Hersham, 
Walton-on-Thames,  Surrey KT12 4RL. 


Going  for  Gold 

Cussons  are  running  a  money -off 
promotion  on  Imperial  Leather  Gold 
shampoo  during  February  and  March. 


The  200ml  bottle  will  have  lOp  off 
(normally  £0.89),  plus  on-pack  coupons 
for  lOp  off  next  purchase.  This  will 
coincide  with  a  second  burst  of  television 
advertising  for  the  product  in  London  and 
the  South  during  February,  say  Cussons 
(UK)  Ltd,  Kersal  Vale,  Manchester  M7 
OGL. 

A  Simple 
message 

Simple  skincare  is  being  backed  by  a 
£1.3m  national  television  campaign 
throughout  1987. 

A  new  commercial,  called  "Gilding 
the  lily",  with  a  voice-over  by  Joanna 
Lumley,  is  running  in  two-weeks-on  and 
two-weeks-off  bursts  on  Channel  4,  say 
distributors  Albion  Group  Ltd,  113  Station 
Road,  Hampton,  Middx  TW122DY. 


Back  to  nature 

Cyclan  are  relaunching  Nature  Pure 
skincare. 

Packaging  has  been  updated,  and  two 
new  products  introduced:  milk  of  roses 
moisturising  cream  and  milk,  honey  and 
almond  moisturising  body  lotion.  The 
range  will  feature  special  offer  prices, 
from  £2.75  for  the  110ml  milk  and  honey 
cleanser  to  £3.75  for  the  honey  and 
almond  night  cream.  Trial  sizes  (50ml)  will 
be  available  at  £0.99,  with  a  £1  off  next 
purchase  offer. 

The  range  will  be  advertised  on 
national  television  in  a  £200,000  campaign 
featuring  the  money  back  trial  size  offer. 
Cyclax  Ltd,  Vale  Road,  Camberley, 
Surrey. 


Some  like  it  hot 

From  the  end  of  March,  Babyliss  will  be 
selling  a  new  hair  styling  range. 

Hot  sticks  consist  of  twenty  heated 
bendy  styling  rods  (rsp  £27.95). 

The  firm  claims  they  take  five  to  ten 
minutes  to  work.  The  rods  have  a  loop  end 
design  for  fixing  in  the  hair,  and  care  is  a 
choice  of  twenty  styles,  in  two  sizes. 

Babyliss  claim  the  product  will  appeal 
to  the  teenager  and  30-35  years  market. 
Babyliss  Standrmg  &  Co  (Hull)  Ltd,  101 
Spring  Bank,  Hull  HU3 1BJ. 


Beauty  Collections  are  now  distributors  of 
Coca,  Coca  for  men,  Beverly  and 
Sensation,  having  taken  over  from  R.D.G. 
(Marketing)  Ltd. 


Lancome 
in-Fluance 

Lancome  will  be  launching  a  haircare 
range,  repackaging  Oligo  Major  skin 
treatment,  and  offering  a  gift  with 
purchase  on  Magie  Noire  this  month. 

The  hair  care  range,  Fluance, 
comprises  extra  mild  shampoo  (250ml 
£6.75),  extra  rich  milky  shampoo  (250ml 
£7.25),  satin  milky  conditioner  (200ml 
£7.25)  and  extra  rich  cream  conditioner 
(200ml  £12.50). 

Oligo  Major  has  been  re-presented  in  a 
30ml  bottle  (£28),  and  is  now 
recommended  for  use  every  day,  as  well  as 
for  a  two-week  intensive  treatment. 

From  January  19,  the  company  is 
offering  a  black  body  stocking  with 
purchase  of  Magie  Noire  atomiseur,  while 
stocks  last.  Perfumes  Lancome  Paris,  14 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X  9AQ. 

On  the  ocean 
deep 

A  Caribbean  cruise  and  cameras  are  the 
prizes  in  a  new  Dettol  Deep  Fresh 
competition. 

A  "spot  the  beach  ball"  contest  and  tie- 
breaker will  feature  on  250ml  and  400ml 
sizes  of  foam  bath  and  the  200ml  shower 
gel.  The  winner  receives  a  Polaroid 
supercolor  670  camera  as  well  as  the  seven 
day  cruise,  and  there  will  be  five  second 
prizes  and  25  runner-up  prizes  of  cameras. 
Reckitt  &  Colman  Products  Ltd, 
Dansom  Lane,  Hull  HU8  7DS. 


Pretty  Polly's  Galaxy  range  of  hosiery  will 
now  be  sold  by  their  own  sales  team  rather 
than  through  Pharmagen. 


Lastonet  Products  Ltd  are  now  are  in  Pool, 
Redruth,  Cornwall  TR15  3QN,  and  their 
telephone  number  is  now  Camboume 
(0209)215151. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Freshening  up 
Baby  Fresh  

Bowater-Scott  are  launching  two  new 
Baby  Fresh  pack  sizes.  And  the  brand  is  to 
be  supported  by  a  £500,000  spend  on  TV- 
am  from  this  month  until  May,  and  heavy 
Press  advertising  and  increased  sampling 
throughout  1987. 

The  two  new  sizes  are  a  new  80-wipe 
tub  (from  £1.99)  and  an  eight  travel  pack 
(£0.59),  both  designed  to  further  stimulate 
the  market  growth. 

The  travel  pack  is  refillable  from  one  of 
the  larger  tubs,  and  carries  an  on-pack 
promotion  offering  five  "20p  off"  coupons 
in  return  for  one  proof  of  purchase.  The 
coupons  are  redeemable  against  either  the 
40  or  80-wipe  tubs,  and  are  personalised  to 
the  store  where  the  travel  pack  was 
purchased. 

All  Baby  Fresh  packs  will  have 
improved  label  designs  and  the  addition  of 
lid  labels.  A  sample  of  Baby  Fresh  will  also 
be  included  in  the  Bounty  Bag,  increasing 
the  extent  of  sampling  to  85  per  cent  of  all 
mothers  who  will  have  babies  during  1987. 
Advertisements  in  Bounty  books,  baby 
annuals  and  the  specialist  baby  Press 
throughout  1987  will  also  help  emphasise 
the  brand's  position.  Bowater-Scott 
Corporation  Ltd,  Bowater-Scott  House, 
East  Gnnstead,  West  Sussex  RH1 91UR. 


Time  and  travel 
with  Vantage 

Vantage  are  now  offering  their  members 
travel  savings  through  the  Vantage 
Leisure  Time  Club  and  Travel  Club. 

Twelve  nights  free  hotel  accomodation 
and  a  hotel  directory  are  offered  through 
the  Leisure  Time  Club  (membership 
£11.50).  And  a  full  travel  agency  service 
plus  £6  cash  benefit  for  every  £100  spent 
on  travel,  comes  with  free  membership  of 
the  Travel  Club.  Vantage  members  will 
receive  full  details  from  Vestric.  Vestric 
Ltd,  West  Lane,  Runcorn,  Cheshire  WA7 
2PE. 


Pharmacist  Kay  Conway  is  the  winner  of  a 
weekend  for  two  at  Scotland's  Gleneagles 
Hotel,  her  prize  in  May  &  Baker's  recent 
window  display  competition  in  which 
entrants  had  to  display  the  company's 
healthcare  products  alongside  POS 
material.  Mrs  Conway,  of  Worsthome, 
Burnley,  Lanes,  is  presented  with  her  prize 
by  May  &  Baker's  accounts  manager,  OTC 
division,  Les  Bennett 


In  for  the  cold 

G.R.  Lane  Health  Products  Ltd  are 
backing  Olbas  Oil  with  a  £200,000 
advertising  campaign  in  the  national  and 
woman's  Press,  including  Woman, 
Woman 's  Own,  Woman  s  Realm, 
Cosmopolitan,  Options  and  She. 

A  Winter  season  POS  package  is  also 
available  from  the  company,  including 
show  cards,  window  bills,  shelf-talkers  and 
a  counter-display  tray.  The  tray  has  room 
for  36  packs,  12  each  of  the  10  and  28ml 
bottles  and  pastille  packs.  G.R.  Lane 
Health  Products  Ltd,  Sisson  Road,  Gloucs 
GL1  3QB. 

For  Babettes 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  have 
repackaged  Babettes  nappies  (£2.47,  30). 

Designed  to  improve  on-shelf  appeal, 
the  packaging  now  features  teddy  bears 
and  a  rainbow,  say  Robinsons  of 
Chesterfield,  Wheat  Bridge  Mills, 
Chesterfield. 


Hand-some 
spend 


Smith  &  Nephew  are  supporting  Atrixo 
hand  cream  and  lotion  with  a  £500,000 
national  television  campaign. 

The  10-  and  30-second  commercials 
will  run  until  early  March,  alongside  the 
company's  £250,000  on-pack  promotion 
for  the  brand,  in  conjunction  with  Choice 
catalogue.  Smith  &  Nephew  Consumer 
Products  Ltd,  Alum  Rock  Road,  Saltley, 
Birmingham  B83DY. 

Lifeplan  are  introducing  a  non-dairy 
version  of  Acidophilus  capsules  under  the 
name  Orthodophilus  for  people  allergic  to 
milk  products.  The  capsules  retail  at  £3.30 
for  a  pack  of  60.  Lifeplan  Products  Ltd, 
Elizabethan  Way,  Lutterworth,  Leicester 
LE174ND. 


Fiesta  time 


A  £5,400  Ford  Fiesta  popular  plus  1.1  and 
a  £1,750  video  camera  are  the  prizes  in 
Umchem's  new  window  display 
competition. 

Open  to  all  Unichem  pharmacists,  the 
competition  involves  entrants  making  an 
eye-catching  display  of  the  company's 
babycare  products  to  tie  in  with  an 
advertising  campaign  starting  on  March 
16,  and  then  sending  in  a  photograph  by 
April  30.  The  winning  pharmacist  will  get 
the  car,  the  second  best  the  video  camera, 
and  ten  runners  up  £100  holiday  vouchers. 
And  all  entrants  will  receive  a  £14.95 
Durabeam  work  torch. 

Display  material  is  available  from 
Umchem  Ltd,  Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessington,  Surrey. 


Added  polish 
from  Denivit 

Nobel  Consumer  Goods  are  renaming 
Denivit  tooth  cream  "toothpolish"  and 
introducing  a  new  POS  stand  which 
includes  12  trial  size  tubes,  free  to 
retailers. 

The  coloured  outer,  displaying  prices 
(£0.99,  50ml;  £0.15,  7ml)  and  the  words 
"Denivit  toothpolish  strong  on  stains,  kind 
to  teeth,"  contains  12  newly  designed 
standard  tubes  and  12  trial  sizes  tubes. 
Distributed  by:  Ernest  Jackson  &  Co  Ltd, 
Crediton,  Devon  EX173AP. 


Focus  on  Fuji 

David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals  have  now 
become  major  distributors  of  Fuji  film  to 
the  retail  and  wholesale  pharmacy  trade. 
Previously  they  had  distributed  the  film  on 
a  restricted  basis  in  the  chemist  market. 
David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Edwards  Lane,  Speke,  Liverpool. 

Cow  &  Gate's  specialised  formula  food 
Mmafen  is  now  in  packs  of  400g  (12 
£123.36  trade).  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  CowSr 
Gate  House,  Trowbridge,  Wilts. 
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Bear  your  teeth 

Wisdom  are  extending  their  range  of 
character  toothbrushes  with  a  new  Care 
Bear  range. 

In  four  and  one  dozen  outers,  the 
toothbrushes  (£0.83)  come  in  a  range  of 
pastel  colours  and  are  available  in  six 
different  bear  characters  which  feature  in 


a  television  series  and  two  films,  says  the 
company. 

And  the  Mr  Men  range  has  been 
redesigned  with  new  brightly  coloured 
packaging  and  new  characters  (£0.72). 
Distributed  by:  Addis  Ltd,  Brushworks, 
Hertford. 


Bathing  beauty 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are  about  to  launch 
their  sixth  annual  Miss  Radox  contest. 

From  January  1987  the  company  will 
be  searching  nationwide  for  girls  who 
epitomise  a  contemporary  "English  rose". 
The  competition  is  open  to  contestants 
aged  between  five  and  ten  for  the  junior 
title  and  16  and  over  for  the  Miss  Radox 
title.  As  in  1986  the  contest  will  continue  to 
support  the  Radox  Moisturising  Range. 

Running  until  May,  the  contest  will  be 
run  in  conjunction  with  eight  high 
circulation  regional  publications,  say 
Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd,  Toiletries 
Division,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough  SL1 
4AU. 


Whole-some 
and  sliced 

The  Juvela  Gluten-Free  Loaf,  the  Low 
Protein  Loaf,  and  the  Fibre  loaf  are  all  now 
available  whole  or  sliced,  with  an 
extended  shelf-life  of  12  weeks.  Customers 
should  specify  whether  whole  or  sliced 
varieties  are  required  when  ordering,  say 
G.F.  (Bakeries)  Ltd,  494  Honeypot  Lane, 
Stanmore,  Middx  HA7 1JH. 


EPOC 


The  Evening  Primrose  Oil  Co.  Ltd  of 
Loughborough  has  branded  and 
repackaged  its  Evening  Primrose 
products. 

The  oil  is  now  available  under  the 
name  EPOC  in  a  yellow  (60  x  250mg 
caps)  or  blue  (500mg  hard  gelatine  caps) 
pack  design.  Evening  Primrose  Oil 
Company  Ltd,  Jubilee  Drive, 
Loughborough,  Leicestershire  LEU  OFL. 


Stock 


Stock  up  now . . .  Stock  up  now . . .  Stock  up  now 


L*i  u  Si  - 
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An  extensive  national  press 
advertising  campaign  in  the 
'Daily  Mirror',  The  People', 
'Mother  &  Baby'  and  'Parents'  is 
about  to  break.  Don't  miss  out. 
Order  these  tried  and  trusted 
products  now. 

Contact  your  local  De  Witts 
representative  or  telephone  our 
Sales  desk  on  01-539  3334. 


BEMMJE 

De  Witt  International  Limited, 
Seymour  Road, 
London  E10  7LX. 
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Algipan  sales  to 
help  Age 
Concern 

Wyeth  are  running  a  major  promotional 
campaign  for  Algipan  in  conjunction  with 
Age  Concern.  Until  April  13,  every  tube 
or  can  sold  by  participating  pharmacies 
will  guarantee  a  donation  to  the  charity. 
The  company  hope  to  raise  over  £2,500 
during  the  period. 

The  appeal  will  be  promoted  by  show 
cards  and  shelf  talkers.  All  purchasers  of 
Algipan  sign  a  hst  which,  when 
completed,  is  mailed  back  to  Wyeth 
enabling  the  donation  to  be  made.  The 
company  have  also  sponsored  the  printing 
of  Age  Concern's  leaflet  giving  hints  and 
tips  on  keeping  warm  this  winter.  Wyeth 
Laboratories,  Huntercombe  Lane  South, 
Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks  SL60PH. 


Help  is  here  

Thames  Televison's  HELP!  programme  has 
produced  a  Health  Help  '87/88  directory, 
listing  700  organisations  including 
national  bodies  like  the  Red  Cross  and 
NSPCC;  self-help  groups  dealing  with  a 
particular  disorder;  and  advice  and 
counselling  services.  It  also  covers  a  wide- 
range  of  interest  groups  including 
complementary  medicine,  acupuncture, 
homoeopathy,  sufferers  from  rare 
disorders  and  groups  set  up  for  ethnic 
minorities.  The  directory  is  available  from 
bookshops  at  £2.95,  or  by  post  (£3.32)  from 
Harper  &  Bow  Distributors  Ltd,  Estover 
Boad,  Plymouth  PL6  7PZ. 


Keeping  warm 

Thermos  Ltd  are  launching  two  new 
stainless  steel  flasks  and  a  new  lunch  kit, 
and  are  introducing  new  graphics  and 
colours  for  all  Thermos  plastic  flasks. 

The  stainless  steel  flasks  (2480,  about 
£25;  2420,  about  £20)  both  have  a  five  year 
guarantee.  The  lunch  kit  (£4.95)  is 
decorated  with  Walt  Disney  characters 
and  holds  a  Roughneck  flask,  say  Thermos 
Ltd,  Ongar  Boad,  Brentwood,  Essex. 


Back  to  bed 

Bay  Jacobsen  are  launching  a  therapeutic 
bed  system,  including  a  mattress  topper 
and  pillow,  for  people  with  back  and  neck 
problems. 

Designed  to  lie  on  top  of  a  normal 


mattress,  to  insulate,  "massage"  and  allow 
even  distribution  of  body  weight,  the  foam 
topper  (£88.50)  contains  polystyrene  filled 
ducts,  is  1.5in  thick,  weighs  less  than  41b 
and  is  available  in  three  widths.  Made  of 
heavy  duty  cotton  it  can  be  machine  or 
hand  washed,  dry  cleaned  or  sterilised 
and  tumble  dried,  says  the  company. 

The  foam  pillow  (£33),  which  can  be 
brought  separately,  contains  ducts  to  allow 
air  flow  and  is  designed  to  support  the 
head  and  neck.  It  has  a  cotton  inner  cover 
and  is  supplied  with  a  fitted  cotton  pillow 
case.  Bay  Jacobsen  (UK)  Ltd,  Auriema 
House,  442  Bath  Boad,  Slough,  Berks. 


Stamp  on  it! 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are  running  a 
promotion  on  Matey  bubble-bath  offering 
four  free  foreign  stamps  with  each 
purchase.  And  the  offer  includes  an  on- 
pack  painting  competition  with  stamps  and 
albums  as  prizes.  Nicholas  Kiwi  Division  of 
Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath  Road, 
Slough,  Berks  SL1  4 A  U.   

Colman's  of  Norwich  are  launching  a 
500ml  bottle  of  lif  lemon  juice,  and 
backing  the  brand  with  national  television 
advertising  in  the  two  weeks  before  Shrove 
Tuesday.  Colman's  ot Norwich,  Carrow, 
Norwich  NB1 2DD. 


Hair  report  —  the 
bad  news 

Boots  are  losing  out  in  the  £377m  (rsp)  hair 
care  market  and  the  news  for  independent 
chemists  is  not  better,  says  a  report  from 
Market  Assessment. 

Boots  are  suffering  from  declining 
sales  —  of  conditioners,  colourants,  hair 
sprays,  home  perms  and  styling  agents, 
though  they  still  dominate  the  latter 
category,  the  report  says.  Independent 
chemists  are  increasing  their  sales  of 
conditioners  because  of  the  wide  range 
they  offer,  and  have  a  stable  position  on 
sales  of  home  perms,  largely  the  report 
says,  because  of  the  availability  of  advice 
from  assistants,  but  they  are  coming  under 
increasing  pressure  in  most  other  sectors. 

Once  again  the  principal  expansion 
has  been  in  setting  agents  and  frequent 
wash  shampoos.  Sales  of  setting  agents 
rose  by  26  per  cent  to  £48m  in  1985,  and 
the  report  predicts  12  per  cent  growth  for 
1986.  It  estimates  that  frequent  use 
shampoos  now  take  20  per  cent  of  the  total 
(£120m)  shampoo  market. 

Sales  of  streaking  and  highlighting 
products  have  risen  by  70  per  cent,  to  take 


Making  up 

Guerlain  are  launching  five  new  make-up 
products  for  Spring.  Multi-light 
eyeshadow  and  lipgloss  are  designed  to 
create  a  multi-coloured  translucent  effect, 
for  a  different  look  each  time. 

Two-colour  lipsticks  contain  a  light 
and  a  dark  shade  in  the  same  stick,  and 
come  in  four  colourways,  while  two-colour 
eyepencils  come  in  three  shades  (£5.50). 

Also  new  are  four-colour  eyeshadow 
palettes  in  marron-marine  or  aquarelle 
(£15).  Guerlain  Ltd,  22  Aintere  Boad, 
Perivale,  Middlesex. 


A  money-raiser 

Chesebrough-Pond's  are  running  a 
national  promotion  on  the  Vaseline  range 
of  products,  designed  to  raise  £10,000  for 
children's  charities. 

The  company  will  donate  up  to  £10,000 
by  giving  £0.25  to  the  NSPCC  and 
National  Children's  Home  for  every 
consumer  till  receipt  for  Vaseline  posted  in 
a  POS  collection  box.  The  promotion  will 
be  advertised  in  the  April  issue  of  Living 
and  supported  with  POS  material. 
Chesebrough -Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242, 
Victoria  Street,  Windsor,  Berks  SL4 1EX. 


7  per  cent  of  the  colourant  markets. 

The  report  predicts  growth  well  ahead 
of  inflation  for  the  conditioner  market, 
provided  the  trend  towards  frequent 
washing  continues.  The  premium  "deep" 
conditioner  segment  is  likely  to  grow,  and 
the  report  predicts  that  more 
manufacturers  will  aim  for  older 
consumers  as  lohnson  &  lohnson  have  with 
Empathy. 

For  colourants  the  report  foresees 
steady  growth  of  around  5  per  cent,  with 
40  per  cent  for  highlighters  and  streakers 
coming  as  a  response  to  more  natural 
looking  fashions  in  hairstyles. 

The  current  buoyancy  in  hairspray  sale 
is  likely  to  flatten  out  soon,  but  styling 
agents  should  continue  to  grow  for  the 
next  five  years  before  levelling  off,  claims 
the  report.  And  the  shampoo  market  is 
likely  to  continue  growing,  and 
experimenting  with  new  formulations,  and 
home  perms  should  also  show  good 
growth,  with  increased  interest  coming 
from  consumers  moving  on  one  step  from 
styling  products  —  in  particular  the  report 
highlights  the  consumer  interest  in  foam 
perms  which  it  says  has  been  encouraged 
by  high  use  of  styling  mousses,  Hair  Care 
(1986),  Market  Assessment  Publications,  2 
Duncan  Terrace,  London  Nl  8BZ. 
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Nol 

no  asterisks 

noifs 

nobuts 

There's  been  a  lot  of  rather  rash  claims  lately. 
Claims  to  being  No.  1  in  the  analgesics  market. 
Well,  we'd  like  to  clear  up  the  matter  once  and 

for  all.  Anadin  is  the  number  one  best  seller. 
The  latest  independent  trade  audit  confirms  -  no 
matter  which  way  you  look  at  it  -  that  Anadin  sells 
more  and  is  worth  more  than  any  other  brand. 

Over  50%  more. 
And  we  can  say  this  without  a  single  asterisk. 


ANALGESIC  TABLETS 

FAST  PAIN  RELIEF 


Anadin.  Unqualified  No.l 


< 

; 


WHITEHALL 


Whitehall 

LABORATORIES 


COUNTERPOINTSi 


Merrell  go  for 
the  throat 

Merrell  Medicines  are  introducing  a  new 
throat  lozenge.  Merothol  lozenges  (GSL) 
each  contain  1.4mg  cetylpyridinium 
chloride  with  menthol  and  eucalyptus. 
They  are  packed  in  cartons  of  24  (£1 .16) 
with  24  cartons  to  a  display  pack. 

The  company  says  that  with  14  million 
packs  of  aromatic  lozenges  and  pastilles 
sold  through  pharmacies  each  year,  its 
"chemist  only"  distribution,  healthcare 
product  positioning  and  33  per  cent  profit 
on  return  offer  major  benefits. 

Merothol  lozenges  will  be  supported 
by  a  range  of  POS  material,  and 
representatives  will  be  offering  pharmacy 
staff  training  with  the  aid  of  a  six-minute 
video  on  sore  throats. 

Promotion  will  include  activity  with 
GPs,  the  company  says,  since  Merothol 
lozenges  are  NHS  reimbursable  (£0.67 
trade) .  Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Stana  Place,  Fairfield  Avenue,  Staines, 
Middx  TW18  4SX. 


Victory  on  the 
streets 

Barker  &  Dobson  are  supporting  Victory  V 
with  a  four  week  poster  campaign. 

Advertisements,  with  the  slogan 
"Victory  V.  Suck  it  and  see",  will  cover 
1,400  sites  in  the  Granada,  Yorkshire  and 
London  television  regions,  says  Barker 
Dobson  Ltd,  PO  Box  49,  Huntley  Mound 
Road,  Bury,  Lanes  BL9  6XL. 


Story  time  

Potters  have  produced  a  bedtime  story 
leaflet  to  be  given  away  to  consumers  with 
their  Balm  of  Gilead  children's  cough 
mixture.  The  illustrated  leaflet,  with  a  story 
called  the  Queen  of  Germs,  are  available 
in  a  special  display  outer.  Potter's  (Herball 
Supplies)  Ltd,  Leyland  Mill  Lane,  Wigan, 
Lanes. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian             U  Ulsler                       STV  Scotland 

B  Border                       G  Granada  (central) 

C  Central                     A  Angha                      Y  Yorkshire 

CTV  Channel  Islands     TSW  South  West            HTV  Wales  or  West 

LWT  London  Weekend  TTV  Thames  Television  TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4                Bt  TV-am  TTTyneTees 

Aapri  wash  cream: 

All  areas 

Anadin: 

All  areas,  C4 

Askit  powders: 

GTV,  STV 

Atrixo: 

All  areas,  C4,Bt 

Benylin  Day  &  Night: 

Y 

Benylin  Expectorant/Paediatric:  All  areas, C4 

Brontyl: 

G 

Cidal  soap: 

C4(TTV) 

Clairol  Loving  Care:    All  areas,  C4(C,TVS,U) 

Complan: 

All  areas 

Contac  400: 

STV,G,C,TVS,LWT, 

C4(LWT,TVS,C,G,STV) 

Cream  Silk  conditioner 

All  areas 

Cymalon:  GTV,STV,BTV,G,Y,A,HTV,TSW, 

TVS,LWT,TTV,TT,C4 

Dimension  shampoo: 

All  areas 

Dimotapp: 

All  areas 

Fisherman's  Friend 

All  areas 

Flex  haircare 

All  areas,  C4 

Hill's  Balsam: 

U,G,Y,TT 

Imperial  Leather  Gold  shampoo:  STV,G,Y,  A 

Karvol: 

All  areas 

Kleenex  Velvet  toilet  tissues:            All  areas 

Listerine: 

All  areas 

Mac  Mint: 

All  areas 

Mentadent  P  gel: 

All  areas 

Mentholyptus: 

All  areas 

Night  Nurse: 

All  areas 

Nurofen: 

All  areas 

Optrex: 

All  areas 

Peaudouce  Babyslips: 

Bt 

Resolve: 

All  areas 

Robinson's  babyfoods: 

Bt 

Robitussin: 

All  areas 

Seclodin: 

A 

Sensodyne  toothpaste: 

All  areas, 

&  C4  except  CTV 

Sinutab: 

All  areas 

Solpadeine:        C4,  all  areas  except  U,Y,CTV 

Strepsils: 

All  areas 

Timotei: 

All  areas 

Vidal  Sassoon: 

All  areas 

Get  into 
the  movies 


A  computerised  dispensing  machine  for 
renting  video  cassettes  is  being  introduced 
by  the  UK  Video  Vending  Corporation. 

The  Video  Point  machine,  said  to  be 
popular  in  the  USA,  is  operated  by 
inserting  a  major  credit  card  or  a  Video 
Point  club  membership  card.  To  rent  a 
video,  the  customer  inserts  the  card, 
presses  a  number  on  the  keyboard 
corresponding  to  his  selection,  and  the 
cassette  appears  within  about  50  seconds, 
together  with  a  receipt  and  a  statement 
saying  that  If  the  cassette  is  not  returned 
within  a  specified  time  the  customer  will 
have  bought  it.  The  machine  automatically 
verifies  credit  card  validity,  debits  the 
customer's  account  and  credits  the 
retailers  account. 

On  returning  the  cassette  the  customer 
inserts  his  card,  presses  the  return  key  and 
places  the  video  back  m  the  machine, 
which  calculates  the  amount  due  and 
issues  a  return  receipt. 

The  leasing  charge  depends  on  the 
number  of  machines  and  whether  the 
retailer  manages  his  own  system  or  leaves 
it  to  the  UK  Video  Vending  Corporation. 
Several  different  packages  are  available 
starting  from  about  £3,000  a  year  for  one 
machine  plus  cassettes.  The  retailer 
decides  how  much  to  charge  for  rental  and 
for  the  Video  Point  membership  cards. 
The  company  offers  a  24  hour 
maintenance  service.  Although  the 
company  reserves  the  right  to  select 
outlets  in  which  machines  are  installed, 
they  are  said  to  be  suitable  for  any  retail 
outlet  visited  regularly  by  a  large  number 
of  customers.  UK  Video  Vending 
Corporation,  Castle  House,  Bear  Lane, 
Farnham,  Surrey  GU9  7LF. 


TV  blitz  for 
Mucron 


Ciba  Consumer  are  putting  £lm  behind 
their  Mucron  decongestant  brand  in  a 
seven  week  television  campaign  starting 
this  week. 

The  campaign  coincides  with  peak 
sales  for  the  Winter  season,  and  has  the 
highest  spend  ever  put  behind  the  brand, 
according  to  the  company.  The  30  second 
advertisements  will  reach  75  per  cent  of 
the  population,  appearing  in  television 
areas  London,  Central,  Granada, 
Yorkshire,  STV,  Harlech  and  TSW.  The 
advertisement  (above)  features  a 


despondent  head  encased  by  catarrh, 
congestion  and  sinus  trouble.  The  casing 
is  broken  by  Mucron  to  reveal  a  clear- 
headed person.  Ciba  Consumer 
Pharmaceuticals,  Wimblehurst  Road, 
Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4 AB. 
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All  together-an  even  bigger  No.l 


24 

MAXIMUM 
STRENGTH 


ANADIN 


FAST  PAIN  RELIEF 


NADIN 
EXTRA 

EXTRA  FAIN  RELIEVING  INGREDIE* 


ANALGESIC 

CAPSULES 

24 
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FAST  PAIN  RELIEF 

soluble  1 

ANADIN 


Now,  if  we  look  at  the  performance  of  all  the 
Anadin  brands,  we  have  an  even  bigger  No.  1. 
The  latest  independent  trade  audit  confirms  we're 
121%  bigger  in  volume  terms  and  146%  bigger  in 
value  terms  than  our  closest  rival. 

No  ifs,  no  buts.  No  asterisks. 

^Wh  iteh all 

UIH'TtHBLL  LABORATORIES 


The  Evans  cure  for  speech  impediments. 


Talking  to  some  companies  you  deal 
with  can  be  frustrating.  Either  they  just 
don't  seem  to  understand  your  require- 
ments-, or  they  just  aren't  geared  up  to 
providing  them. 

At  Evans  we  are.  By  maintaining  close 
contact  with  you,  we've  become  market 
leaders  in  the  retail  generic  sector. 

By  making  our  range  available  through 
local  wholesalers  we're  able  to  supply  you 
with  high  quality  pharmacy  medicines 
at  competitive  prices,  in  any  quantity  you 
want,  at  any  time  you  want. 

By  listening  to  our  customers  we've 
learnt  how  to  keep  our  prices  competitive 
across  a  comprehensive  range  of  over 
350  products. 

The  Evans  portfolio  of  products  also 
includes  profitable  leading  OTC  brands  like 
Mycil,  Nylax,  Dequadin,  Dequacaine, 
Haliborange  and  Minadex. 

So  if  you  ever  get  the  feeling  you're  not 
getting  through  to  your  current  suppliers, 
pick  up  the  phone  and  check  Evans 
products  and  prices  first. 

With  our  unique  combination  of 
quality  medicines  and  wholesale 
ense,  we're  in  the  business  of 
building  relationships-  not  barriers. 

JUST  WHAT  THE 
PHARMACIST  ORDERED 


POINTS  OF  LAW 


New  law  on  pay 
deductions 

On  January  1  new  laws  about  deduction 
from  employees'  pay  came  into  force. 

All  employees  are  covered,  and  in 
effect  the  law  says  that  no  deductions  may 
be  made  from  pay  unless  authorised  by 
statute  (eg  PA  YE  and  National  Insurance 
contributions),  or  unless  the  employee  is 
notified  in  writing. 

Exemptions  from  these  provisions 
include  calculation  errors;  where  an 
employee  has  been  overpaid,  then  a 
deduction  may  be  made  the  following 
week  to  correct  it.  Deductions  can  also  be 
made  for  the  days  lost  during  strikes. 
Deductions  for  coming  in  late  cannot  be 
made  without  written  notification  or  prior 
agreement  by  the  employee  in  writing. 

These  rules  are  made  by  the  Wages 
Act  1986  which  also  allows  for  deductions 
fo  stock  losses  or  shortfall  in  the  receipts. 
No  deduction  in  any  one  week  can  exceed 
10  per  cent  of  an  employee's  wages.  E^en 
then  no  deductions  can  be  made  more 
than  12  months  after  the  deficiencies 
occurred  and  the  employer  must  notify  the 
employee  in  writing  of  the  amount  due. 
This,  of  course,  can  only  be  done  where  an 
employee  has  agreed. 

If  an  employee  feels  that  a  deduction  is 
wrong  he  or  she  can  go,  within  three 
months,  to  an  industrial  tribunal  which  can 
order  its  repayment. 


Who  does  not 
receive  SSP? 

With  employees  now  having  to  pay  up  to 
28  weeks  statutory  sick  pay  to  employees, 
it  is  important  to  know  to  who  does  not 
qualify. 

A  business  can  recover  any  statutory 
sick  payments  it  has  made  but  if  payments 
have  been  made  incorrectly,  the  employer 
can  only  recover  it  from  the  employee  — 
and  this  may  be  difficult  especially  if  the 
employee  has  left. 

The  following  groups  are  excluded 
from  the  scheme.  If  any  employee  is  in  one 


of  the  groups  outlined  you  should  tell  him 
or  her  why  you  are  not  paying  SSP  and 
give  the  employee  concerned  form 
SSP1(E)  to  take  along  to  the  DHSS  office. 
(1)  Those  employees  over  the  state  pension 
age  (65  for  men;  60  for  women);  (2)  those 
employees  who  are  taken  on  for  a  specific 
period  of  three  months  or  less;  (3) 
employees  with  average  weekly  earnings 
less  than  the  lower  earnings  limit  for 
National  Insurance  contributions;  (4)  those 
employees  who  have  had  a  state  benefit 
claim  56  days  or  less  before  he  goes  sick  in 
your  employ;  (5)  employees  who  have  not 
begun  work  for  you  even  though  they  have 
a  promise  to  be  started  on  a  specific  day; 
(6)  women  employees  within  a  period 
beginning  the  eleventh  week  before  the 
expected  week  of  confinement  and  lasting 
for  18  weeks  in  all  (the  right  to  maternity 
pay  is  not  affected);  (7)  an  employee  who 
has  already  had  28  weeks  SSP  from  a 
previous  employer  and  the  gap  between 
that  and  his  sickness  with  you  is  eight 
weeks  or  less  (you  should  ask  the  employee 
for  a  leaver's  statement);  (8)  an  employee 
working  outside  the  EEC  or  an  employee 
in  legal  custody,  and  (9)  an  employee 
where  there  is  a  stoppage  of  work  due  to  a 
trade  dispute  unless  he  has  taken  no  part 
in  it  and  has  no  direct  interest  in  it. 

Since  August  1  last  year  employees  have 
been  able  to  claim  back  up  to  35  per  cent 
of  redundancy  payments  made  to 
dismissed  employees  provided  they  have 
no  more  than  nine  employees  at  the  time 
employment  finished.  The  rebate  can  be 
claimed  from  a  central  fund  for 
redundancy  payments  made  under  the 
statutory  scheme. 


Concerning  a 
criminal  record 

When  taking  on  a  new  employee,  you  may 
wish  to  know  whether  he  or  she  has  a 
criminal  record. 

Normally,  if  a  person  gives  false 
information  to  an  employer  about  any 
sentences  he  may  have  received  — 
whether  verbally  or  in  an  application  — 
and  his  lie  later  comes  to  light,  this  could 
be  a  fair  reason  for  dismissal. 

However,  a  person  is  allowed  under 
certain  circumstances  to  conceal  a 
criminal  past.  Subsequent  dismissal  in 
such  cases  could  be  considered  unfair. 
This  concession  given  by  the  law  does  not 
cover  imprisonment  of  over  two  and  a  half 
years.  If  a  person  conceals  such  a 
sentence,  however  long  ago  it  may  have 
been  served,  there  is  no  protection. 

For  shorter  sentences,  the  law  lays 
down  a  number  of  years  after  which  the 
conviction  need  not  be  revealed.  The 
number  of  years  differs  according  to  the 
length  and  nature  of  the  sentence 
imposed,  and  there  is  quite  a  complex 
scale  in  operation.  For  example,  a 
sentence  of  six  months  or  less  becomes 
"spent"  after  seven  years. 

For  a  fine  or  a  community  service 
order,  this  need  not  be  revealed  after  five 
years  have  passed.  If  someone  is  put  on 
probation,  then  the  slate  is  wiped  clean 
one  year  after  the  probation  order  ends. 
For  juveniles  the  periods  in  which  the 
conviction  is  spent  are  half  those  for 
adults. 

It  there  is  a  query  about  a  particular 
individual,  your  local  Citizens  Advice 
Bureau  or  Department  of  Employment 
should  be  able  to  help. 

The  sinking  of 
partnerships 

More  and  more  businesses  are  now  being 
formed  as  partnerships  rather  than  limited 
companies.  Where  two  or  more  partners 
act  together  in  agreement,  especially  if  the 

continued  on  pl32 


Pernational  perfume-3  Promotions 


|TI  £10FF  _  FREE 

•  ■  !  RRP  f 6  85.        wfiM&k  Attractive  Tr; 


'  Direct 
Marketing  Ltd 
Tel:  062981-3393 


rrp  fees,  mm 

promotion  price  tSsk 
£5.85  on  i«gj§ 
18  x  30ml 
EDT  Atomiser 


Attractive  Travel 
containers  free 
with  12  x  150gm 
Bath  Soap 
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i^R  discounts 

llfiwSO^  9iv/en  on  orders 
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...Evatest  Blue  5 
the  end  of  the  pregnant  pause 


For  a  long  time  now  women  have  been  forced  to  wait 
-  2  hours  -  I  hour  -  30  minutes  (according  to 
technical  developments)  to  know  the  answer  to  that 
all  important  question  -  Am  I  pregnant? 

Now  the  answer  is  just  five  minutes  away  with 
Evatest  Blue  5,  a  new,  accurate,  reliable  and  easy  to 
use  five  minute  pregnancy  test. 

For  your  free  trial  pack  of  Evatest  Blue  5  in  its  own 
individual  point  of  sale  dispenser,  simply  complete  and 
return  the  Freepost  coupon.  Evatest  Blue  5 's  R.S.P.  is 
£6.60  (with  our  compliments).  Future  supplies  of  this 
brand  new  product  offer  a  very  attractive  P.O.R.  deal 
for  you;  and  for  your  pregnancy  test  customers,  the 
end  of  a  long  wait. 


Complete  this  coupon  and  send  it  to  (No  stamp 
required):-  TGL,  FREEPOST  WREXHAM, 
CLWYD,  LLI3  9BR. 

———————————— | 

I  Please  send  me  a  free  sample  pack  of  Evatest  Blue  5 

in  its  own  P.O.S.  display.  (This  offer  is  limited  to  one  | 
|  pack  per  pharmacy). 

 ! 

 I 

 I 


& 

■  Name 

I  Address 

1 1 

I  - 
a 


Postcode 


Phone  No. 


_l 
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continued  from  pl30 

business  is  prospering,  major  difficulties 
are  unlikely.  Troubles  begin  when  the 
partners  fall  out,  or  the  business  runs  into 
financial  problems. 

Many  questions  may  then  need 
answering.  On  what  terms  can  one  of  the 
partners  opt  out  or  be  bought  out?  If  the 
partnership  is  dissolved  can  the  business 
be  carried  on  —  and  on  what  terms?  How 
are  debts  to  be  shared  out?  What  happens 
if  one  of  the  partners  dies?  What  is  to 
happen  to  the  capital  assets? 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  points  that 
can  crop  up.  Yet  again  and  again 
partnerships  are  set  up  without  any  formal 
agreement,  with  the  partners  merely 
relying  on  the  goodwill  of  each  other. 

In  the  absence  of  any  formal  detailed 
agreement,  the  law  does  lay  down  certain 
rules.  But  these  are  drafted  to  cover  the 
general  case,  and  might  not  cater  for 
particular  needs.  Where  partners  fall  out, 
they  may  need  to  go  to  the  courts  to  sort 
things  out  and  this  can  be  extremely 
expensive  and  time  consuming. 

So  it  is  important  to  engage  a  solicitor 
to  draft  a  proper  partnership  agreement, 
to  which  all  the  partners  can  subscribe.  It 


should  deal  with  all  the  problems  that  can 
arise.  And  if  the  agreement  also  contains  a 
clause  allowing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
mutually  agreed  arbitrator  to  be  used  in 
the  event  of  dispute,  this  will  avoid 
spending  money  in  the  courts. 

Paying  off  old 
debts 

All  businesses  face  cash  flow  problems. 
Pressure  is  put  on  you  to  pay  money  that 
you  owe  —  but  at  the  same  time,  you  may 
be  finding  that  people  who  owe  you  money 
are  not  paying  their  accounts.  If  you  only 
hand  over  goods,  or  provide  services  for 
cash  or  cheque,  the  latter  is  no  problem. 
But  where  you  render  an  account,  and 
your  debtor  doesn't  respond  to  constant 
reminders,  you  will  have  to  decide  either 
to  write  off  the  amount  as  a  bad  debt,  or 
take  legal  action  to  recover  your  money. 
But  however  strong  your  case  may  be,  it  is 
not  worth  starting  proceedings  if  your 
debtor  has  no  means  of  paying. 

For  most  debts  of  under  £5,000,  the 


appropriate  court  to  take  action  in  is  the 
county  court.  If  you  are  put  off  by  the  legal 
costs,  it  is  worth  knowing  that  where  the 
debt  is  not  over  £500  there  is  an  informal 
procedure  where  your  claim  is  referred  to 
arbitration.  Usually  a  registrar  hears  the 
case  and  gives  judgment  —  which  has  the 
force  of  any  other  judgment  given  in  the 
courts. 

Legal  representation  is  discouraged 
because  if  one  of  the  parties  employs  a 
solicitor  and  the  other  side  loses,  the 
winning  party  cannot  recover  the  costs  of 
representation.  This  helps  cut  down  any 
costs  to  perhaps  £30  or  £40  which  the 
winning  party  can  usually  recover. 

If  the  debt  runs  well  over  the  £500  then 
a  full  county  court  hearing  will  normally 
take  place.  Here  you  do  not  have  to  have  a 
solicitor.  But  for  those  parties  who  do,  and 
win  the  case,  the  legal  costs  —  including 
the  cost  of  representation  —  can  be 
recovered  from  the  losing  side. 

The  procedures  do  involve  some  paper 
work  and  form  filling.  But  to  help  you 
there  are  instructions  m  a  booklet  issued 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Department  — 
copies  from  your  county  court. 
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■  magine  practising  pharmacy  behind 
I  massive  stone  walls,  huge  iron  gates  and 
barred  windows.  Everywhere  you  go,  the 
doors  are  locked  behind  you. 

Pharmacists  wishing  to  join  the  prison 
service  are  first  subjected  to  these 
claustrophobic  conditions  to  see  how  they 
react.  One  or  two  can't  cope  but  others  find 
they  become  oblivious  to  the  bars  on  the 
windows  as  soon  as  they  start  work.  Job 
satisfaction  seems  high  and  many  commit 
themselves  for  life. 

When  Cedric  Spencer  left  his  job  at 
Parkhurst  Prison  to  become  office-based  in 
London  as  head  pharmacist  of  the  prison 
services,  he  found  himself  for  the  first  couple 
of  days  automatically  closing  doors 
everywhere  and  reaching  for  the  keys. 

Since  1981,  Mr  Spencer  has  been 
responsible  for  the  pharmaceutical  activities 
of  the  130  prisons  in  England  and  Wales.  Not 
all  have  their  own  full-time  pharmacist  but 
there  are  at  present  14  full-timers  each 
supervising  a  group  of  prisons.  In  addition, 
there  are  part-time  and  sessional 
pharmacists,  together  with  certified 
pharmacy  technicians  who  dispense  under 
pharmaceutical  supervision,  and 
compounders  who  dispense  under  medical 
supervision. 

Prison  pharmacy  covers  the  three  main 
aspects  of  pharmacy  outside  the  walls.  Some 
prisons  have  full  medical  facilities 
equivalent  to  hospitals,  some  have 
psychiatric  units  and  others  just  have 
treatment  rooms  which  supply  medicines  for 
minor  ailments  and  script  medicines. 

Mr  Spencer  finds  people  often  fail  to 
appreciate  that  prisons  need 
pharmaceutical  services:  "If  someone  has  a 
term  of  imprisonment  to  pay,  that  doesn't 
stop  him  suffering  from  the  same  illnesses  as 
the  law-abiding  public.  He  still  needs 
facilities  for  operations  and  for  having  his 
teeth  attended  to.  Obviously  any  medicines 
prescribed  have  to  come  through  a 
pharmacy." 

Prisoners  are  rarely  allowed  to  have 
medicines  in  their  possession.  Only  a  few 
patients  —  epileptics  and  people  with 
angina,  for  example  —  are  allowed  to  retain 
a  small  supply  of  drugs.  Everything  else  is 
channelled  through  the  treatment  room, 
with  single  doses  given  under  supervision 
when  they  are  needed. 

Pharmacists  are  responsible  for  a  wide 
range  of  other  supplies,  for  example, 
surgical  instruments  and  equipment  such  as 
operating  tables,  wheelchairs,  dressings. 
Even  setting  up  a  dental  surgery  comes 
under  their  jurisdiction. 

Mr  Spencer  formulates  pharmaceutical 
policy  for  all  the  prisons  and  spends  most  of 
his  working  life  travelling  from  one  to 
another.  "We  try,  as  far  as  our  environment 
allows,  to  follow  the  normal  rules  and  ethics 


i  once  knew  a  bank 
robber.,.'  -  pharmacy 
behind  bars  

C&D  talks  to  Cedric  Spencer,  head  prison  pharmacist  who  is 
responsible  for  services  to  130  prisons  and  over  150,000 
prisoners  a  year  in  England  and  Wales.  As  he  explains,  the 
need  for  security  leaves  it  mark  on  pharmacy  practice. 


Cedric  Spencer 
registed  as  a 
pharmacist  in  1959 
after  gaining  a  PhC  at 
Portsmouth  School  of 
Pharmacy.  He  did  his 
preregistration 
training  with  Millidge 
and  Son,  Isle  of 
Wight,  where  he 
eventually  became  a 
partner.  In  1973  he 
joined  the  prison 
service  at  Parkhurst 
and  was  promoted  to 
head  pharmacist  of 
the  prison  services  in 
1981.  He  is  based  at 
the  headquarters  in 
Westminster. 


of  pharmacy  practice  that  would  be  found  m 
any  district  hospital,"  he  says. 

Security  is  paramount.  There  is  no  way  a 
prisoner  can  gain  access  to  a  pharmacy,  but 
pharmacists  regularly  meet  the  prisoners  in 
their  cells,  and  "ward  pharmacy",  where 
pharmacists  advise  on  drug  routines,  and 
which  existed  in  the  prison  service  long 
before  it  was  introduced  to  NHS  hospitals. 

Although  inmates  are  supervised  when 
they  take  their  medicines,  they  have  been 
known  to  pretend  to  swallow  the  tablets  and 
capsules  and  then  hoard  them  for  future  use, 
perhaps  as  "currency". 

"If,  from  a  security  point  of  view,  it's 
considered  unwise  to  issue  a  medicine  in 
solid  dose  form,  we  formulate  a  liquid 
preparation  from  the  basic  ingredients.  So 
sec.  art.'  still  plays  an  important  role, 
although  we  prefer  to  use  standard 
preparations  as  far  as  possible  for  stability 
and  bioavailability  reasons,  and  because  we 
have  no  quality  control  facilities  for  the 
products  we  formulate,"  he  says. 


Far  from  feeling  threatened  by  the 
prisoners,  he  believes  it  important  to 
sstablish  a  rapport  with  them  in  the  same 
way  he  would  with  other  patients.  "They  are 
human  and  have  human  needs,"  he  points 
out,  "so  you  have  normal  conversations  with 
them  even  though  you  know  this  one's  a 
rapist,  that  one  a  murderer  or  terrorist." 

Being  "inside"  poses  some  less  obvious 
problems.  "I  once  knew  a  bank  robber  who 
was  serving  a  long  sentence  during  which 
woman's  fashions  changed  from  stockings 
and  suspenders  to  tights.  He  was  quite 
worried  about  how  he  would  adapt  when  he 
was  released!" 

The  pharmacist's  workload  varies 
according  to  the  type  of  prison.  A  local 
prison  is  very  busy  because  the  turnover  of 
inmates  is  high.  They  are  brought  in,  go  to 
court  and  leave  within  a  few  days  during 
which  their  regular  medication  must  be 
supplied.  In  youth  custody  establishments 
where  the  inmates  are  young  and  fit,  the 
amount  of  medication  is  minimal. 
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The  pharmacist  tends  to  be  consulted 
about  anything  of  a  remotely  scientific 
nature.  Says  Mr  Spencer:  "At  Parkhurst  we 
once  had  a  notorious  poisoner,  and  the 
prison  governor  was  worried  about  some 
fungi  growing  on  the  lawn  in  case  it  was 
poisonous.  I  was  asked  to  find  out  if  it  was 
dangerous.  It  wasn't,  as  it  happened." 

Prisoners  are  often  keen  to  try  their 
hands  at  home  brewing,  using  great 
ingenuity  in  their  choice  of  raw  materials 
and  containers.  "Some  prisoners  are  very 
enterprising  people,"  says  Mr  Spencer,  who 
has  occasionally  been  called  on  to  identify  a 
fermenting  liquid  hidden  in  the  cells. 

Prison  staff  once  brought  to  the 
pharmacy  a  tablet  that  had  been  found  in  the 
visiting  room  and  asked  for  a  quick 
identification  because  visits  were  still  in 
progress.  "Sometimes  you  have  a  gut  feeling 
about  these  things,"  he  recalls,  "so  against  all 
scientific  principles  I  tasted  it  and  decided  it 
was  an  orange  Tic-tac  sweet!  I  then  wrote  a 
lengthy  report  about  it  to  the  security 
people." 

The  static  prison  population  is  about 
47,000  but  the  turnover  in  a  year  is  well  in 


excess  —  possibly  as  many  as  180,000.  Even 
so,  the  amount  of  medication  used  annually 
is  far  less  per  capita  than  in  the  NHS. 

The  prison  medical  service  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Home  Office  and 
budgets  are  as  tight  as  in  the  NHS  so 
pharmacists  must  buy  supplies  at  the  most 
economic  rate.  Consequently  there  is  much 
generic  prescribing  which  can  cause 
problems  in  the  smaller  prisons  where  there 
are  no  full-time  medical  officers  but  several 
GPs  from  outside  doing  "sick  parades". 

"Nevertheless  doctors  can  prescribe 
whatever  is  needed  and  we  would  never 
refuse  them  that  right,"  he  explains. 

Links  with  "outside" 

Some  supplies  are  linked  with  regional 
health  contracts  or  are  bought  direct  from 
manufacturers.  "We  always  have  a  back-up 
system,  especially  where  there's  no 
pharmacist  in  post.  We  have  an  arrangement 
whereby  we  can  obtain  urgent  medicines 
from  a  local  pharmacy  or  hospital." 

Prison  pharmacists'  pay  is  linked  to  NHS 
scales  and  they  are  classed  as  staff  or 


principal  pharmacists.  They  must  have  had 
at  least  five  years  experience  in  hospital, 
possibly  more  if  community  pharmacists, 
because  of  the  responsibilities  they  are 
expected  to  take.  "Pharmacists  in  charge 
must  be  able  to  plan,  make  decisions  and 
organise.  They  have  to  travel  around, 
checking  stocks  and  sorting  out  problems 
with  medical,  nursing  and  dental  staff." 

"Prison  pharmacists  are  quite  a  close  knit 
community.  There's  a  tremendous 
camaraderie  between  them  even  though 
they  work  as  far  apart  as  Durham  and  the  Isle 
of  Wight  and  only  meet  three  times  a  year  for 
pharmaceutical  discussions." 

Mr  Spencer  is  hoping  to  swell  the  ranks, 
both  to  cope  with  a  workload  which  has 
increased  considerably  in  recent  years  and 
to  expand  the  services  offered.  He  is 
particularly  interested  in  computerisation  of 
patient  medication  records,  costings  and 
other  statistics  needed  by  the  Home  Office. 

"I'm  also  interested  in  formulating  new 
policies,"  he  adds.  "I  feel  we  have  to  offer  a 
pharmaceutical  service  which  is  as  good  as, 
if  not  better  than,  that  available  to  the 
general  public." 
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Eczema  -  coping  with  the  itch 


Eczema  is  a  big  problem.  It  affects  five 
million  people  and  is  unpleasant  to  live  with. 
It  is  characterised  by  "the  itch"  which, 
people  with  eczema  say,  is  like  being 
permanently  imprisoned  m  a  layer  of  itching 
powder.  Scratching  makes  it  worse  and 
often  a  vicious  cycle  is  set  up  which  is  almost 
impossible  to  break. 

The  skin  ranges  from  dry  scaly  patches 
to  rough,  weeping,  bloody  skin  over  large 
areas  of  the  body.  It  is  not  infectious  but, 
because  it  looks  unsightly,  can  be  socially 
isolating.  There  is  no  cure  but  there  are  a 
wide  range  of  do's  and  don'ts  that  enable  the 
condition  to  be  managed  effectively. 

For  successful  management  it  is  essential 
to  keep  the  skin  moist  and  supple  — 
fundamental  advice  which  is  often 
overlooked  by  GPs.  Patients  should  be 
encouraged  to  use  plenty  of  oily  creams  and 
ointments  all  over  the  body.  Emulsifying 
ointments  are  used  in  large  amounts  and 
patients  are  often  embarrassed  to  keep 
returning  to  the  GP  for  more  supplies  so 
should  be  advised  to  ask  for  large  packs. 

A  large  proportion  of  people  writing  to 
the  National  Eczema  Society  express  fears 
about  side  effects  from  steroids.  NES  advises 
the  use  of  as  little  topical  steroid  as  possible 
to  keep  the  rash  at  bay,  to  stick  to  the  weaker 
steroids  and  hydrocortisone  where  possible, 
never  to  use  steroids  solely  as  moisturisers 
and  never  to  stop  any  form  of  steriod 
treatment  suddenly.  A  leaflet  giving  specific 
information  about  topical  steroids  is  being 
prepared  for  distribution  to  patients  when 
these  products  become  available  OTC. 

The  following  are  some  other  frequently 
asked  questions,  supplied  by  lohn  RandaD, 
National  Eczema  Society  information  officer. 


0-  I  have  been  prescribed  an  antibiotic  to 
help  treat  my  eczema,  but  am  allergic  to  the 
colouring  it  contains.  What  can  I  do? 

A.  If  you  react  to  the  colourings  or 
flavourings  contained  in  antibiotic 
preparations  you  can  ask  your  pharmacist  to 
obtain  ones  that  are  colour/flavour  free.  The 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
produces  a  regularly  updated  list  of  liquid 
antibiotics  and  your  pharmacist  may  be  able 
to  get  a  copy.  He  can  also  let  you  know  if 
there  are  any  antibiotics  in  tablet  form  that 
are  free  from  colourings  or  flavourings. 
Warning  —  you  should  not  try  to  wash  off 
the  coloured  outer  coating  of  any  antibiotic 
tablet  as  you  may  remove  the  mechanism  by 
which  the  antibiotic  is  slowly  released  into 
the  body. 


When  topical  hydrocortisone 
becomes  available  over  the 
counter  next  year,  more 
patients  with  eczema  are  likely 
to  seek  the  pharmacist's  advice. 
The  National  Eczema  Society 
estimates  that  1  in  10  of  the 
population  will  have  eczema  at 
some  time  in  their  lives.  In  this 
article,  the  Society  answers 
some  of  the  most  common 
questions  patients  ask. 


0-  Is  eczema  catching? 

A.  Eczema  is  neither  infectious  nor 
contagious.  As  with  most  skin  diseases  it 
cannot  be  "picked  up",  a  fact  not  always 
appreciated  by  the  public  at  large. 

Q.  Should  my  baby  be  vaccinated? 

A.  Smallpox  vaccines  must  be  avoided  in 
children  with  atopic  eczema  as  should 
contact  with  anyone  recently  vaccinated. 
Similarly,  contact  with  anyone  infected  with 
cold  sores  (herpes  simplex)  should  be 
avoided.  All  other  immunisations  are 
probably  not  associated  with  any  additional 
risk  and  may  be  performed  in  the  normal 
way. 

0-  When  I  bath  my  child  the  cream  floats  in 
lumps  on  the  water.  How  can  I  give  proper 
baths? 

A.  The  correct  way  to  prepare  a  bath  for 
someone  with  eczema  is  not  simply  to  spoon 
emulsifying  ointment  into  the  water  where  it 
floats  around  uselessly  as  greasy  lumps. 
Experience  has  shown  that  the  best  method 
is  to  dissolve  about  two  tablespoonsful  in 
boiling  water  using  a  whisk  and  then  add  the 
mixture  to  the  bath.  In  the  bath,  more 
emulsifying  ointment  should  be  massaged 
gently  into  the  skin  and  affected  areas. 

Q.  Can  diet  play  a  part  in  the  treatment  of 
eczema? 

A.  Dietary  treatments  alone  will  not  manage 
eczema  effectively.  They  must  be  seen  as 
just  one  aspect  of  treatment.  Foods  do  play  a 
part  in  causing  eczema  but  the  matter  is  far 
from  simple.  A  variety  of  emotional  and 
physical  factors  may  be  responsible  and 
allergy  is  rarely  wholely  to  blame.  Other 


common  substances  such  as  house  dust, 
pollen  and  pets  can  also  provoke  allergic 
reactions. 

Foods  frequently  implicated  in  eczema 
are  cow's  milk,  eggs,  wheat,  artificial 
colourings  and  preservatives,  but  it  is  unwise 
to  try  elimination  diets  without  the  advice  of 
a  doctor  and,  through  him,  an  experienced 
dietitian.  Serious  and  irreversible  damage 
can  be  done  if  children  are  given 
nutritionally  inadequate  diets. 

It  is  not  now  recommended  that  dietary 
manipulation  is  tried  without  first  assessing 
skin  treatments.  Only  when  these  measures 
have  proved  inadequate  should  diet  be 
investigated.  As  many  children  outgrow 
their  food  allergies,  periodic  testing  with  the 
offending  food(s)  is  necessary. 

The  National  Eczema  Society  has  a  national 
network  of  befrienders  and  local  support 
groups.  Membership  costs  £7  annually 
which  includes  a  quarterly  journal,  one  free 
information  pack  and  automatic  entry  to  all 
local  activities.  Information  packs  costing  £2 
each  (plus  50p  postage)  are  available  for 
adults  and  children  and  further  packs  for 
teenagers  and  babies  are  planned  for  April 
1987.  There  is  also  a  dietary  guide  (£1).  For 
more  details,  a  large  stamped  addressed 
envelope  should  be  sent  to  the  Society  at 
Tavistock  House  North,  Tavistock  Square, 
London  WC1H9SR. 


This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  articles 
based  on  the  most  common  questions  put 
to  patient  self-help  groups.  Pharmacists 
may  also  find  themselves  challenged 
with  similar  questions. 
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Zidovudine  (AZI)  first 
for  West  Germany 


West  Germany  is  to  be  the  first 
European  country  to  participate  in 
pilot  studies  of  Wellcome's 
azidothymidine,  now  named 
Zidovudine.  The  drug  produced 
such  promising  preliminary  results 
in  a  double  blind  trial  in  the  USA, 
that  it  was  considered  no  longer 
ethical  to  continue  placebo 
controls. 

Faced  with  a  predicted  doubling  of  the 
number  of  AIDS  patients  every  8  months 
and  with  771  recorded  cases  (including  44 
women  and  12  children  under  9),  so  far  of 
whom  365  have  died,  experts  have 
estimated  the  actual  number  of  infected 
persons  is  already  over  100,000. 

Announcing  increased  government 
expenditure  on  research  and  public 
information,  but  still  resisting  calls  to 


declare  AIDS  a  notifiable  disease,  the 
Minister  for  Health  Matters  has  set  up  a 
National  AIDS  Council  to  advise  her  on 
medical,  psychosocial  and  legal  aspects  of 
the  disease. 

A  change  in  the  law  to  allow  the 
distribution  of  free  needles  to  addicts  is 
considered  politically  unacceptable  by 
Bonn.  This  is  nevertheless  one  of  the 
measures  being  considered  by  West 
Berlin;  with  136  cases  and  57  deaths  up  to 
the  end  of  October  1986,  a  possible  bill  of 
£1 ,000m  for  the  treatment  of  10,000  AIDS 
victims  in  the  city  in  four  years  time. 

As  with  Edinburgh,  the  concentration 
of  cases  is  blamed  on  the  high  numbers  of 
drug  addicts,  and  Berlin  has  led  the 
country  in  introducing  cinema  and 
hoarding  advertisements  against  the 
disease  and  is  planning  a  major  education 
programme  among  schoolchildren. 


Drug 
Safety 


In  a  remarkable  new  development 
in  the  nomifensine  saga,  the  head 
of  the  Medicines  Institute  at  the 
Federal  Health  Office  (BGA)  is 
under  investigation  by  the  Public 
Prosecutor  on  a  charge  of 
manslaughter  through  culpable 
negligence.  He  has  been  on 
extended  leave  since  December  1 . 

The  charge  relates  to  accusations  that 
he  failed  to  ban  two  Hoechst  nomifensine 
preparations  early  enough  to  prevent 
several  deaths.  These  later  events  arose 
from  a  television  programme  that 
chronicled  the  story  from  the  introduction 
of  the  drug  in  March  1976  to  its  worldwide 
withdrawal  last  January.  The  day  after  the 
programme,  the  Health  Minister  called  for 
the  BGA  to  report  on  its  actions. 
Meanwhile  Hoechst  has  reacted  angrily  to 
the  television  feature. 


LOW  COST  COMPACT  DISPLAY  UNITS 
IDEAL  FOR  SHOPS,  SHOP  WINDOWS, 
EXHIBITIONS  AND  TRADE  FAIRS. 


The  ideal  display  medium.  Chipboard  card 
construction,  strong  yet  light  and  portable.  Available  in 
a  huge  range  of  shapes  and  sizes,  'raw'  for  your  own 
creative  effects,  or  covered  in  hessian,  felt,  suedette, 
pvc,  marble  pvc. 

Give  your  products  a  lift  -  telephone  or  write 
today  for  the  new  brochure. 


OHINO 
UBI1 


Boundary  Road,  Woking,  Surrey,  GU21  5BX.  Telephone  (048  62)  70250/25863 


Co-Proxamol 
can  cause 
headaches 


Finding  a  reliable  source  of  i 
generics  can  be  guite  a  pain 

But  Hillcross  Generics  can  soothe  your  troubled 
brow  Because  you're  assured  of  competitive 
prices,  consistent  product  quality  and  rapid 
wholesale  delivery  right  when  you  want  it 

Hillcross  Generics  -  it's  quality  delivered 
at  the  right  price 

Please  ask  for  this  month's 
offers  from  your  local 
AAH  Group  Wholesaler 


kt  HILLCROSS  W 

\37  GENERICS 


Herbert  Fern/man  Ltd,  Hills  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Mawson  &  Proctor 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  ,  Northern  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  ,  or  Vestnc  Ltd 
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Sandoz 
boycott 


The  river  Rhine  has  a  special  place 
in  the  hearts  of  all  Germans  and  in 
some  areas  is  literally  the  watery 
life.  So  the  recent  contamination  of 
the  river  has  produced  an  angry 
response  from  many  pharmacists, 
some  of  whom  recall  that  in  the 
past,  poisoning  of  springs  was  a 
capital  offence. 

Groups  of  pharmacists  and  individual 
members  of  the  profession  are  following 
the  example  of  the  largest  pharmacy  in 
Zurich  and  boycotting  Sandoz 
preparations  in  response  to  what  they 
consider  the  indefensible  attitude  and 
actions  of  the  company  before  and  after 
the  disastrous  warehouse  fire  in  Basle,  last 
November. 

However,  the  regional  branch  of 
pharmacists  in  the  area  closest  to  Basle  has 
said  it  cannot  on  legal  grounds  officially 


support  the  calls  for  a  general  boycott  of 
Sandoz  OTC  preparations,  nor  the  refusal 
of  pharmacists  to  dispense  prescriptions 
for  Sandoz  products.  Furthermore,  the 
editors  of  the  Pharmazeutische  Zeitung 
have  said  that  they  and  the  letter  writers 
might  be  faced  with  legal  proceedings  if 
they  continue  to  publish  correspondence 
from  pharmacists  urging  colleagues  to 
discriminate  against  Sandoz 
products. 

In  the  meantime,  the  chairman  of  the 
Basle  Regional  Council  has  declared  that 
following  numerous  Press  conferences, 
confusion  about  insurance  aspects  and 
upward  revisions  of  the  amounts  and 
varieties  of  chemicals  stored  m  the 
destroyed  warehouse,  Sandoz  has  lost  all 
credibility. 

Prompted  no  doubt  by  this  catastrophe, 
it  has  been  revealed  that  no  fewer  than  11 
accidental  discharges  of  chemicals  into 
the  Rhine  by  companies  such  as  Bayer, 
Hoechst  and  BASF  occurred  in  the  month 
after  the  Sandoz  incident,  including  the 
accidental  release  by  neighbouring  Ciba- 
Geigy  of  the  pesticide  atrazine  only  four 
days  before  the  fire  at  Sandoz. 


Lanolin 
scare 


One  ointment  product  and  two 
batches  of  another  have  recently 
been  withdrawn  because  of 
unacceptable  levels  of  pesticides. 

A  year  ago,  the  Central  Laboratory  of 
German  Pharmacists  (ZL)  recommended 
that  only  grades  of  lanolin  with  the  lowest 
content  of  pesticides  be  used  in  cosmetics. 
In  July,  ZL  published  results  of  testing  13 
baby  creams,  a  few  of  which  were  found  to 
contain  levels  of  pesticides  above  those 
permitted  in  foodstuffs  and  showed  that 
only  the  most  highly  purified  grades  of 
lanolin  were  satisfactory. 

The  problem  became  public  in 
November's  Ecotest  magazine  which 
declared  that  8  of  14  antiseptic  ointments 
tested  belonged  in  the  dustbin  because  of 
pesticide  residues.  However  the 
government  has  declared  that  there  are  no 
health  dangers. 


Take  a 
quickstep 

&  i-o  iili 


Find  out  what's  in  store  for  the  pharmacist 
of  the  future. 
Take  advantage  of  Britain's  best-ever  exhibition 
for  chemists— featuring  new  products, 
new  systems  and  new  ideas  from  the  biggest 
names  in  the  business  in  a  two-day  event  planned 
for  pharmacists  by  pharmacists. 
Some  visitors  will  want  to  take  the  floor  at  the 
special  Gala  Ball  —  to  make  it  a  real  weekend 
to  remember. 

BRlTCHEM 

THE  BRITISH  CHEMISTS'  EXHIBITION,  NEC, 
SATURDAY  7  AND  SUNDAY  8  MARCH  1987 
Exhibition  and  weekend  package  details  from  Tabcon 
Marketing  Limited,  The  Courtyard,  14  Muswell  Hill  Road. 
Highgate.  London.  N6  5UG  (telephoneOl  444  1  777) 


Endangered  species? 


Just  a  week  before  parliament  finally  approved  the 
new  regulations  governing  pharmacies,  an  open  letter 
to  the  Health  Minister  from  a  pharmacist  was 
published  in  Deutsche  Apoltheker  Zeitung,  urging  a 
reconsideration  of  the  section  defining  the  tasks  of  the 
pharmacist  and  pharmacy  shop  assistants.  It  warned 
that  the  new  regulations  threaten  the  jobs  of  the 
assistants  and  the  existence  of  one-man  pharmacies  in 
particular. 

This  theme  was  immediately  picked  up  by  the  magazine  Der 
Spiegel  which  alleged  that  38,000  of  these  assistants,  who 
undergo  two  years  training  and  have  to  pass  an  exam  set  by  the 
regional  chambers  of  pharmacists,  could  lose  their  jobs.  Der 
Spiegel  accused  pharmacists  of  an  "own  goal"  in  that  many 
would  go  out  of  business  if  they  had  to  employ  another 
pharmacist  to  fully  comply  with  the  new  rules  restricting  the  sale 
of  all  medicines  to  pharmacists.  How  ironic,  continued  the 
magazine  article,  that  so  many  items  that  m  future  could  not  be 
handled  by  these  assistants,  were  freely  available  m  self-service 
supermarkets  and  drugstores.  While  recognising  and 
applauding  the  underlying  motive  behind  the  tightening  up  of 
the  regulations  governing  the  sale  of  medicines,  many 
pharmacists  probably  agree  with  Der  Spiegel  on  this  last  point. 

Moreover,  these  assistants  perform  various  other  jobs 
supporting  the  pharmaceutical  personnel  in  pharmacies  and 
these  tasks  have  not  been  altered  by  the  new  rules,  which  were 
approved  by  this  year's  pharmaceutical  conference. 


These  reports  come  from  a  correspondent  with 
acknowledgements  to  the  German  pharmaceutical  Press: 
Deutsche  Apotheker  Zeitung  and  Pharmazeutische  Zeitung. 
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Showandsell 
with  modisplay 

The  flexible  high  quality 
shelving  system 


Modisplay  with  profit  in  mind.  We  design  your  individual 
requirements,  manufacture  the  units  in  our  own  factory  and  carry 

out  the  installation  with  our  own  trained  fitters. 
A  deep  understanding  of  merchandising  your  shop  or  store 

is  backed  up  with  over  20  years  experience  in  the 
pharmacist  trade. 
Modisplay's  approach  to  store  fitting  gives  you  all  the  advantages 
associated  with  mass  produced  modular  units. 
Add  the  advantages  of  mass  production  to  a  real  understanding 
of  your  business  and  Modisplay  must  inevitably  be 
your  first  choice  when  fitting  out  your  premises.  You  will  not 
be  disappointed  by  our  service  as  all  stages  are 
under  our  total  control. 


mOPiSPtQY 

Modisplay  (Shopfitting)  Limited 
1  Lockfield  Avenue,  Enfield.  Middlesex  EN3  7QE 
Telephone:  01-805  6240 


NEWS  EXTRA 


Refer  Dorbanex 
scripts,  advise 
PSGB  and  NPA 


withdrawal,  and  that  doctors  may  continue 
to  prescribe  Dorbanex  preparations  until 
March  31.  Stocks  should  not  be  returned 

Derivative  drug 
legislation 


to  wholesalers  before  this  date  when  full 
credit  will  be  given.  Details  of  the  returns 
procedure  will  be  released  shortly. 

Dorbanex  is  Rikers'  biggest  selling 
medicinal  product  a  spokesman  said. 
More  than  five  million  people  have  taken  it 
since  its  introduction  in  1965  and  annual 
sales  are  put  at  around  £5. 3m.  It  is 
manufactured  in  the  UK,  Australia, 
America,  and  Scandinavia.  There  are 
estimated  450,000  users  in  the  UK  and  of 
these  80  per  cent  are  over  55,  and  65  per 
cent  are  over  65.  Around  0.5  per  cent  use 
it  for  constipation  resulting  from  cancer  of 
the  bowel;  1.5  per  cent  have  established 
bowel  cancer  and  use  it  because  of 
constipation  caused  by  opiates. 

PR  manager  Peter  Radcliffe  told  C&D 
the  company  hoped  there  would  be  no  job 
losses  at  their  UK  site  in  Loughborough 
which  employs  600.  However,  they  plan  to 
reduce  numbers  with  voluntary 
redundancies,  retirements,  and 
reassignment.  He  says  Riker  had  been 
aware  of  the  animal  studies  for  some  time, 
and  formed  contingency  plans  which  are 
now  underway.  A  free  phone  number 
gives  additional  information:  0800-626-786. 
Q  Other  danthron  products  in  the  UK 
include  unbranded  co-danthramer  capsules 
and  mixture,  co-danthrusate  capsules  and 
Beecham's  Normax.  A  company  spokesman 
says  to  date  there  is  nothing  to  suggest 
Normax  should  be  withdrawn.  They  had 
received  an  inquiry  from  the  CSM 
regarding  the  Japaneses  studies  and  were 
currently  reviewing  them. 


certain  fentanyl  derivatives  and  certain 
pethidine  derivatives.  The  Misuse  of 
Drugs  (Designation)  Order  1986,  SI  1986 
No.  2331,  HMSO,  £0.80. 

A  new  Schedule  1  to  The  Misuse  of 
Drugs  (Safe  Custody)  Regulations  1973 
includes  fenethyllme  (when  in  the  form  of 
a  liquid  preparation  designed  for 
administration  otherwise  than  by  injection) 
and  cathine.  The  Schedule  specifies  those 
drugs  which  are  exempted  from  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations.  77ie 
Misuse  of  Drugs  (Safety  Custody) 
(Amendment)  Regulations  1986,  SI  1986 
No.  2332,  HMSO,  £0.45. 


Date-less 

No  date  has  been  set  for  the  PSGB 
president,  Dr  Geoff  Booth,  to  meet 
Health  Minister  Tony  Newton  for 
discussion  on  hospital  pharmacists  pay. 

Mr  Newton  has  agreed  to  the  meeting, 
which  was  originally  requested  with  his 
predecessor,  Sir  Bamey  Hayhoe,  in 
August  1986. 


Court  to  decide 
on  Medawar 

The  Opren  Action  Group's  request  to 
allow  Charles  Medawar,  of  the 
pressure  group  Social  Audit,  to  see 
information  held  by  Eli  Lilly  was  to 
have  been  heard  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  on  Tuesday. 

The  Opren  Action  Group  has  been 
given  the  same  rights  of  "discovery"  in 
Britain  as  they  would  have  been  entitled  to 
in  America. 

Eli  Lilly's  objection  to  Mr  Medawar  was 
upheld  by  the  High  Court  and  the  Opren 
Action  Group  is  now  appealing  against 
that  decision,  made,  according  to  a  report 
in  the  Guardian  this  week,  because  it  was 
feared  that  Mr  Medawar,  author  of  "The 
wrong  kind  of  medicine",  would  use  the 
information  for  his  own  anti-drug 
campaign. 

Chairman  of  the  Opren  Action  Group 
Mrs  Kathleen  Gresham  told  C&D  on 
Monday  that  Mr  Medawar's  services  would 
be  invaluable  and  if  he  was  barred  it  would 
cause  difficulty  and  unnecessary  delay  for 
the  Group. 

The  case  is  said  to  be  the  biggest  in 
legal  history.  Already  1,400  writs  of 
alleged  damage  from  Opren  have  been 
filed  with  more  to  come.  Lawyers 
representing  the  Opren  Action  Group  are 
currently  putting  together  "lead  cases" 
which  will  be  used  to  try  to  establish 
liability.  According  to  the  Guardian  these 
should  be  ready  by  May  with  agreement 
on  them  from  Lilly  by  July,  but  it  could  be 
another  two  years  before  cases  are  heard. 

Date  set  for  API 
judicial  review 

The  judicial  review  sought  by  the 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Importers  on  matters  relating  to  the 
licensing  and  dispensing  of  certain 
parallel  imports  (C&D,  November  1, 
1986)  is  to  be  heard  in  the  High 
Court  on  March  2-4. 

The  API  is  seeking  a  review  on  whether 
pharmacists  may  dispense  imported  drugs 
with  a  different  "foreign"  brand  name  from 
the  UK  brand  prescribed. 

The  API  is  also  questioning  the  speed 
with  which  the  DHSS  is  reviewing  product 
licence  applications  for  imports 
"manufactured  under  licence"  or 
"biologicals".  Last  July  the  Department 
undertook  to  review  applications  for  such 
products,  but  most  are  still  outstanding. 


More  changes  to  the  dangerous 
Drugs  legislation  come  into  effect 
on  April  1 . 

Cathinone,  certain  fentanyl  and 
pethidine  derivatives  have  been  added  to 
Schedule  1  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Regulations  1985;  carfentanil,  fenethyllme 
and  lofentanil  are  added  to  Schedule  2  of 
the  Regulations;  cathine  (except  the 
phenylpropanolamine  stereoisomers)  is 
added  to  Schedule  3,  and  fencamfamin, 
fenproporex,  mefenorex, 
propylhexedrine,  pyrovalerone  and  N- 
ethylamphetamine  are  added  to  Schedule 
4.  The  Misuse  of  Drugs  (Amendment) 
Regulations  1986,  SI  1986 No.  2330, 
HMSO,  £0.80. 

Cathinone  is  added  to  Part  1  of  The 
Misuse  of  Drugs  (Designation)  Order 
1986,  which  covers  drugs  in  The  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Act  1971  which  cannot  be  used  for 
medicinal  purposes.  The  Order  includes 
two  new  sub-paragraphs  which  relate  to 


Pharmacists  receiving  prescriptions 
for  Dorbanex  preparations  should 
contact  the  prescriber,  and 
personally  supervise  any  OTC 
sales,  between  now  and  March  31 
when  manufacturers  Riker 
surrender  the  product  licences. 

That  is  the  advice  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  following 
Riker's  voluntary  decision  to  cease 
worldwide  manufacture  of  their  danthron- 
containing  Dorbanex  products.  The 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  had 
advised  the  company  of  concern  over 
recent  Japanese  studies  that  suggest  a 
potential  carcinogenic  and  mutagenic  risk 
from  danthron  in  animals.  The  long-term 
adminstration  of  high-doses  was  shown  to 
be  associated  with  the  development  of 
intestinal  and  liver  tumours  in  rats  and 
mice,  and  mutagenicity  was  shown  in 
some  in  vitro  models. 

In  a  letter  to  pharmacists  and  doctors 
this  week,  Riker  say  there  is  no  evidence 
that  danthron  is  associated  with  tumours  in 
humans.  Riker  stress  this  is  not  a  product 


i40 


Chemist  &  Druggist  24  January  1987 


BUSINESS  NEWSi 


Roussel  appeal  against 
Surgam  ruling 


Roussel  and  their  medical  director 
Dr  C.S.  Good,  have  appealed 
against  a  court  ruling  made  last 
December  that  a  1983  advertisement 
for  their  anti-arthritis  medicine 
Surgam  was  "misleading". 

The  Court's  decision,  say  Roussel, 
effectively  means  that  although  both 
parties  were  cleared  in  respect  of  the  first 
advertisement  on  March  26,  1983,  the 
same  advertisement  became  "misleading" 


when  it  appeared  a  fortnight  later  and  on 
three  subsequent  occasions  between  April 
and  mid-June  1983. 

"While  we  obviously  cannot  comment 
on  matters  which  are  now  the  subject  of 
Appeal,  we  can  state  categorically  that  it 
was  not  our  intention  to  mislead  doctors. 
Throughout  the  trial  there  was  no  criticism 
of  Surgam  as  an  effective  anti-arthritic  nor 
any  suggestion  that  that  it  was  used 
erroneously  by  any  doctor  as  a  result  of 
this  advertisement,"  the  company  says. 


A  Japanese  cosmetics  firm,  Shiseido,  is 

moving  into  the  British  prestige  market, 
aiming  at  some  £5m  sales  in  upmarket 
outlets.  The  company  —  one  of  the  biggest 
in  Japan's  cosmetics  market  —  has  now 
officially  named  John  Karp  as  its 
managing  director.  Mr  Karp  left  Revlon 
last  year,  where  he  was  vice-president  of 
international  marketing  (see  C&D 
November  8,  P812). 


Knoll  AG,  Ludwigshafen  and  Taisho 
Pharmaceutical  Company  Ltd,  Tokyo, 

have  decided  to  set  up  Knoll  Taisho 
Pharmaceutical  Co  Ltd  to  develop  and 
market  pharmaceuticals  in  Japan.  Knoll's 
holding  in  the  joint  venture  is  51  per  cent, 
and  Taisho's  49  per  cent.  Research  and 
development  up  to  product  launch  will  be 
carried  out  jointly,  but  production  and 
marketing  are  to  be  in  Taisho's  hands. 


A  Bill  to  help 
with  the  bills 

A  Private  Member's  Bill  to  ease 
small  businesses'  cash  flow 
problems  with  earlier  payment  of 
bills  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Commons  by  Mr  Allan  Stewart 
(Con). 

The  Bill  seeks  to  give  individuals, 
partnerships  and  private  limited 
companies  a  legally  enforceable  right  to 
interest  on  late  payment  of  debts. 

Mr  Stewart  suggested  that  the  threat  of 
a  possible  application  for  interest  would  be 
enought  to  change  debtors'  behaviour, 
especially  if  a  few  well  publicised  test 
cases  followed  the  change  in  the  law. 

He  emphasised  that  by  limiting  the  new 
right  to  interest  on  late  payments  the  Bill 
overcame  Government  objections  in  the 
past  that  such  legislation  might  be  used  by 
large  companies  to  the  detriment  of  small 
companies  and  the  self  employed. 

The  Bill  is  due  to  receive  its  second 
reading  on  April  3. 


LANGDALE'S1 

A  truly  ^ 
natural  remedy  ' 
for  relief  of 
coughs  &  colds 

Ask  your  chemist 


UNGDALft 


THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
Irusl  administered  by  a  Board  ol  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is 
the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependants  employed  or  formerly  employed  in  tht: 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great  Britain.  Such  relief  may 
include  assistance  with  educational  expenses. 
The  Trustees  will  also  consider  on  their  merits  any  applica 
lions  for  assistance  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's 
responsibilities,    concerning    education    or    training  at 
recognised  centres  ol  study  lor  general  or  special  subjects 
F or  additional  information, 
or  to  apply  lor  assistance,  write  to 
The  Secretary  Dept  CD 
THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST  1949  FUND 
Clarges  House.  f>  12  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y8DH 


/^Y  "W  TME  FINEST  NAME  IN  SHOPFITTINGS 

Salesipaster 


•  FREE  DELIVERY     •  CASH  RENTAL 
TO  UK  MAINLAND    OR  H.P. 

t  FREE  PLANNING    t  COMPREHENSIVE 
AND  ADVICE  RANGES 

t  FREE  t  30  YEARS  OF 

INSTALLATION  EXPERIENCE 


Complete  coupon  for  further  details 


i 

I! 
3 
% 

I! 

I 

Li 


Name 
Address 


«r\*   ROE  SIIOIMTTINGS  LTD 


RECENT  HOUSE,  DOCK  ROAD,  BIRKENHE  AD 
MERSEYSIDE  L41 1DC.  Tel:  051-647  8794 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


The  21st  century  in  site: 
Ciba-Geigy  s  new  research  plant 


Ciba-Geigy  this  Thursday  officially 
opened  their  new  Advanced  Drug 
Delivery  Research  building  on  the 
Horsham  site. 

Ciba  say  the  £3. 5m  unit  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  world,  and  will  investigate  the 
site-specific  targethng  of  drugs  to 
particular  cells,  and  even  to  particular 
structures  within  those  cells. 

Such  targetting  may  include  the  use  of 
monoclonal  antibodies,  or  other  carrier 
particles  such  as  liposomes,  or  even  "viral 
shells".  Through  basic  research  into  the 
causes  of  disease,  Ciba  hope  to  identify 
specific  protein  or  peptide  markers,  which 
could  then  be  attached  to  drug  molecules 
or  to  carrier  proteins,  to  target  to  specific 
sites  of  action  on  or  inside  cells. 

One  product  of  Ciba's  US  research  — 
the  immune  modulator  MTPPE  —  is 
already  on  trial  in  America.  When 
particles  containing  MTPPE  are  ingested 
by  macrophages  and  destroyed  by 
endosomes,  the  macrophages  are 
stimulated  to  engulf  and  destroy  cancer 

POS  system  as 
simple  as  ABC 

Applied  Business  Consultants  Ltd 
are  to  sell  a  stock  control  and  point- 
of-sale  system  which  uses  IBM 
compatibles  such  as  the  new 
Amstrad  PC  1512. 

The  "Shop  assistant"  system  is  suitable 
for  a  wide  range  of  independent  retail 
shops,  including  chemists  and 
photographic  stores,  the  company  says. 
The  total  package  costs  £1,999  and 
consists  of  a  10  Mb  PC/XT  compatible 
microcomputer;  stock  control  and  point- 
of-sale  software,  based  on  existing  ABC 


Celltech  looking 
up  for  1987 

Biotechnology  research  company 
Celltech  halved  their  losses  last 
year,  down  from  £1.4m  to  £0.7m  in 
the  year  to  September  30,  1986.  And 
the  company  is  forecasting  a  move 
into  the  black  this  year. 

Turnover  for  the  year  doubled  again, 
to  £7. 6m  compared  to  £3. 8m  the  previous 
year.  Including  the  sales  attributable  to 


cells. 

The  ADDR  unit  is  headed,  under 
research  director  Dr  Alan  White,  by 
Professor  Eric  Tomlinson,  formerly 
professor  of  pharmacy  at  the  University  of 
Amsterdam,  who  identifies  diseases  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  liver  and  joints  as 
potential  areas  for  drug  targetting. 

The  unit  employs  45  European  and 
American  scientists  from  a  multitude  of 
disciplines  —  molecular  and  cell  biology, 
polymer  and  surface  chemistry, 
pathophysiology,  even  electronics.  The 
2,200  sq  metre  two  storey  building  houses 
seven  standard  laboratories,  scientists  and 
ancillary  services,  including  a  small 
animal  (rodent)  house.  Equipment  alone 
cost  £lm.  Ciba  are  investing  over  £1.5m  a 
year  in  the  project  whose  aims  are 
necessarily  long-term. 

The  siting  of  the  unit  is  something  of  a 
triumph  for  Horsham.  When  the  decision 
was  made  in  1981 ,  the  UK  faced 
competition  from  America  and 
Switzerland. 


modules;  a  cash  drawer,  which  is  linked  to 
the  microcomputer  and  opens 
automatically;  and  a  ticket  receipt/invoice 
printer. 

Shop  assistant  "can  accept"  cash, 
cheque,  credit  card,  voucher  or  on 
account,  split  tender  and  the  payment  of 
deposits.  It  offers  on-screen  price  and 
stock  look-up  and  prints  ticket  receipts  or 
detailed  invoices,  as  well  as  product  price 
labels,  say  ABC. 

Other  POS  features  include  end-of- 
day  cash  drawer  reconciliation,  the 
production  of  a  banking  slip  and  a  VAT 
analysis  report,  which  lists  the  value  of 
sales  under  various  VAT  codes.  The 
system  can  handle  up  to  10,000  product 
lines  and  50  product  groups.  ABC  Ltd,  PO 
Box  149,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex  UB9  6QX. 


joint  ventures  Boots-Celltech  Diagnostics 
and  Apcel,  the  total  is  £llm,  compared  to 
£5. 9mm  1985. 

The  company  won  the  Queen's  Award 
for  Export  and  this  is  reflected  in  sales,  of 
which  95  per  cent  went  abroad  in  1986. 
Flotation  is  not  ruled  out  for  1987. 


Dunbee  Consumer  Products  have 
moved.  And  from  this  month  all  seasonal 
and  special  lines  will  be  packed  in 
assorted  sets  of  one  dozen  items.  Slington 
House,  Rankin  Road,  Daneshill  Industrial 
Estate,  Basingstoke,  Hants  RG24  0PH. 


Zidovudine  (AZT) 
gets  US  go-ahead 

Wellcome's  AZT  product,  which  has 
shown  some  benefit  in  certain  AIDS 
sufferers,  has  been  approved  by  an 
advisory  board  of  the  US  Food  and 
Drug  Administration.  A  full  licence 
is  expected. 

US  subsidiary  Burroughs-Wellcome 
has  warned  the  drug  will  be  expensive  and 
likely  to  remain  in  short  supply.  The 
company  has  recommended  that 
distribution  is  tightly  controlled. 

Clinical  development  continues  as  fast 
as  possible  in  order  to  determine  the 
drug's  usefulness,  the  company  says. 
Production  is  being  scaled  up  to  try  to 
meet  the  expected  increasing  demand. 
Wellcome  recently  announced  a  £17m 
investment  on  manufacturing  plant  in  the 
UK  and  USA. 


Pavion's  new  man 

The  group  once  called  Sangers  has 
taken  as  its  new  head  the  founder  of 
Pavion,  its  acquisition  of  two  years 
ago. 

Stanley  Acker  takes  over  as  chief 
executive  of  the  group  —  now  itself  called 
Pavion  —  from  Mike  Flinn,  who  leaves  the 
Board  altogether.  This  is  said  to  be  due  to 
Pavion's  concentration  in  the  US  market. 

Mr  Acker  joined  the  then  Sangers 
Board  in  January  1985,  when  the 
photographic  and  manufacturing  firm 
decided  to  buy  his  cosmetics  business. 
Since  then  Sangers  Photographic  has 
been  sold  off  for  £3. 4m.  And  the  latest  set 
of  results  —  for  the  six  months  to  August  31 
—  showed  a  fall  in  pre-tax  profits  from 
£1.72m  to  £261,000.  Pavion  had  already 
warned  that  expansion  and  new 
distribution  costs  would  leave  their  mark. 


Beecham  are  merging  their  foods  and 
Bovril  divisions  to  form  a  new  business: 
Beecham  Bovril  Brands.  This  marks  the 
end  of  their  food  and  drinks  reorganisation 
and  will  be  implemented  at  the  end  of 
March. 


Lederle  Laboratories,  pharmaceuticals 
subsidiary  of  Cyanamid  ,  recently  opened 
a  £3. 75m  formulation  plant  at  their 
Gosport  site,  doubling  formulation 
capacity  there.  The  plant  was 
commissioned  to  increase  capacity  for 
production  of  Lederien,  Minocin  and 
Diamox. 
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Line  engaged 
for  chemists 

British  Telecom's  Phonecards  are 
now  to  be  sold  into  London  chemists 
shops. 

The  plastic  card  which  provides  units 
for  cashless  payphones  has  previously 
been  sold  from  post  offices,  confectioners, 
tobacconists  and  newsagents.  Now  the 
London  Payphone  division  is  starting  up  a 


Over  here... 

An  American  company.  Controlled 
Therapeutics,  is  establishing  a 
manufacturing  base  in  East 
Kilbride  to  service  markets  outside 
the  USA.  The  £2million  facility  on 
Peel  Park  Campus  is  expected  to 
provide  90  jobs  in  a  32.000  sq  ft 
facility. 

Controlled  Therapeutics  (Scotland) 
will  be  formulating  drugs  already  on  the 


marketing  drive  and  including  chemists 
and  other  shops  open  long  hours,  such  as 
garages.  Retailers  are  recruited  as  agents, 
selling  on  commission,  and  supplied  with 
point  of  sale  packages  and  merchandising 
help.  Reordering  is  done  through  a 
telesales  service  and  a  central  billing 
system  is  available  for  chains. 

Any  retailers  interested  should  get  in 
touch  with  the  phonecard  agency  sales 
office,  87  Albert  Embankment,  London 
SE1  (tel:  0800  282588).  Businesses  outside 
London  can  also  be  involved  and  should 
contact  their  local  BT  district  office. 


market  to  provide  "programmed  release" 
products.  The  company  says  four  such 
products  are  to  be  made  in  East  Kilbride 
initially:  a  drug  delivery  system  to  ease 
childbirth  incorporating  prostaglandin  E2 
in  a  pessary;  a  system  to  control  terminal 
cancer  pain  using  a  morphine 
suppository;  products  for  wound  care  and 
fluid  absorption  using  a  hydrogel  polymer 
in  particulate  form,  and  a  contact  lens 
care  system  based  on  a  tablet  dissolved  in 
tap  water  giving  a  soaking  and  storage 
solution. 


Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
January  27  and  28 

The  Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists.  Stakis  Inn  on  the 
Avenue,  Cardiff,  a  teach-in  on  "The  soft  touch: 
Evaluation  of  texture  for  cosmetics  and  toiletries". 

The  College  of  Pharmacy  Practice  Scottish  Study 
Day,  (open  to  all  pharmacists)  on  February  8  at  the 
Gleddoch  Country  Club,  Langbank.  Cost  £10 
members/students,  and  £12. 50  non-members.  Details 
from  B.  C.  Montgomery,  Pharmacy  Department,  Vale 
of  Leven  Hospital. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  small  animal  seminar,  on 
February  10  11am -4. 30pm  at  the  Society's 
Headquarters.  Fee  is  £12  which  includes  coffee,  lunch 
and  tea.  Details  from  Mr  W.  B.  Rhodes,  PSGB, 
Lambeth  High  Street,  London  SE1  7JN. 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association  Regional 
dinner.  London  and  Heathrow,  on  AIDS.  No  date 
yet.  Details  from  Mike  King  0727  32161. 
British  Homoeopathic  Association  Weekend 
Course,  Feb  28-March  1,  Victoria  Services 
Association,  63-79  Seymour  Street,  London  W2.  Cost 
£30,  including  coffee  and  lunch,  overnight 
accommodation  available.  Details  from  BHA,  27A 
Devonshire  Street,  London  WIN  1RJ. 
The  Forensic  Science  Society,  joint  meeting  with  the 
British  Academy  of  Forensic  Sciences,  May  8-10  at  the 
Old  Swan  Hotel,  Harrogate,  North  Yorkshire  on 
"Drugs  and  society".  Further  details  from  The 
Forensic  Science  Society,  Clarke  House,  18A  Mount 
Parade,  Harrogate,  North  Yorkshire  HG1  1BX. 
The  Perfumery  Fair  July  4-8,  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Brighton  (tel:  Brighton  21188). 


CLASSIFIED! 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbndge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 

Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 

Cancellation  deadline 

5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Display /Semi  Display 

£14.00  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm. 
Column  width  42mm. 

Half  Page  £700.00 

(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £350.00 

(125mm  x  88mm) 


Appointments 


DORSET 

Pharmacist  required  in  very 
pleasant  rural  area. 
Accommodation  can  be 
arranged.  4  weeks  holiday. 
Good  staff.  Suitable  for 
newly  registered. 

Telephone:  0308  862288 


UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY 

for 

TOILETRY  AGENTS 


Quality  cosmetic  and  toiletry  Agents  are 
required  by  a  Company  launching  a 
specialised  toiletry  range  Exclusive 
areas  could  be  negotiated  throughout 
the  UK  except  the  NW.  Excellent 
opportunity  from  a  well  established 
company 

Appointments  Register, 
Domic  Advertising  and  Marketing, 

Oaklands,  Northwich  Road, 
Cranage,  Holmes  Chapel,  Cheshire 
CW4  8HL. 

inform  us  of  companies  to  whom  you  do 
not  wish  your  application  to  be 
forwarded 


Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra 
Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT. 

Ring  Adrian  Smith  Ext  414 
for  further  information 


Agents 


< 


AGENTS 
REQUIRED 

ALL  UK  AREAS 

to  deal  direct 
with  Chemists, 
Drug  Stores  and 
Hea  Ithfood 
si  ops 

Please  write  with 
details  to: 
BOM  C&D  3193 
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Agencies  Required 


Castlereagh 
Pharmaceuticals  Limited 

Over  the  last  three  months  we  have 
significantly  increased  the  available 
storage  space  at  our  warehouse  in  Belfast. 
We  are  now  in  a  position  to  accept  new 

agencies  for  the  distribution  of 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  products  to 
Wholesalers,  Hospitals  and  Retail 
Pharmacies. 

In  1987  we  will  be  strengthening  our  service 
further  by  engaging  a  representative  to 
cover  the  province. 

For  details,  please  contact: 
MR.  GEORGE  McCOUBREY: 
GENERAL  MANAGER 

155-157  Glenville  Road 
Whiteabbey 
Co.  Antrim 
Telephone:  0231  53041 


Labels 


LUCKY  87 


FREE  PRICE  GUN  &  LABELS 


The  first  87  chemists  ordering 
price  labels  for  Meto  guns  in 
this  new  year  can  choose 
either  a  free  price  gun  or  a 
free  box  of  labels. 


PHONE  0702  333761  (Anytime) 


TOM  LYDON 

LOW  PRICE  LABEL  CO 
FREEPOST 

88  SOUTHBOURNE  GROVE. 
WESTCLIFP-ON-SEA  SSO  3BR. 


Shopfitting 


Labels 


Quality  and  original  Continental 

Systems  plus  total  package 
NPA  recommended  NO  system 
matches  UMDASCH  for 
quality. 

Prices  pleasantly  competitive. 
See  for  yourself... there's  no 
obligation. 

Apeils  Systems  Ltd.  Unit  P. 
Kingsway  Trading  Estate, 
Kingsway,  Luton, 
Bedfordshire. 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  4571 1 1 


NOW! 


We  re  the  leading  Equality  supplier 
for  Computer  or  Typewriter  labels  - 
we  cater  for  every  system. 
We  ve  also  an  excellent  range  of 
PLAIN  WHITE  CARTONS. 
DISPENSING  and  COUNTER 
BAGS.  DATE  STAMPS.  EXCLUSIVE  | 
GIFT  WRAP  RANGE 
Prompt  despatch  Keen  Prices 

"l'eTos    752653 1 

(0532)      FOR  PROMPT  ATTENTION 


Pharmaceutical 
'ackaging 

feedS  Leeds  LI 


GOODMANS 

A  complete  shopfitting  service  for 

the  Retail  Pharmacy.  We 
manufacture  our  own  dispensery 
units,  base  and  wall  units,  fully 
adjustable  shelves  throughout, 
draw  units. 

GOODMANS-JOINERS  and  CABINET  MAKERS 
The  Rinkworks,  40  Leagrave  Rd,  Luton,  Beds. 
Tel:  0582  24085 


PXDRUMI 

II  STOREFITTERS_l| 

0626  •  834077 

COMPREHENSIVE  DESIGN.  MANUFACTURE  AND 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE  FOR  THE  RETAIL  PHARMACY 

KING  CHARLES  IUSINESS  PARK.  OLD  NEWTON  ROAD  HEATHFlELD  DEVON  TQI2  6UT 

Plan-exe 


DESIGNERS  &  MANUFACTURERS 

PROVIDING  A  COMPLETE 
SHOPFITTING 
SERVICE 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


MM** 


Simply  the  bestk 

prove  it  for  yourself  with  a  14  day  Free  trial.  ^Ifi^ 


THE  ONLY N.P.A.  RECOMMENDED  COMPUTER  LABEL  SYSTEM 
Up  to  5  warnings  per  drug  printed  automatically  to  comply  with  new  regulations. 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Ik 


Joliii  Ricltardson 
Computeii  Lid 


COMPLETE  LABELLING  SYSTEMS 
FOR  COMPLETE  SATISFACTION! 


COMPLETE  MAINTENANCE  &  BACK-UP 
FOR  COMPLETE  PEACE  OF  MIND!  .. 


St  Benedict's  House.  Brown  Lane.  Banker  Bridge.  Preston.  PRS  6ZB  Teh  (0772)323765 


Shopfitting 


L 


s 


LUX  LINE 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS,  SHOPFRONTS, 
ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE,  NPA  &  NUMARK  APPROVED. 

SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 

LUXLINE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 
TEL:  0525  381356 


marspec 

^EISHOPFITTING  LTD 

A  complete  shopfitting  and  design  service,  at 
competitive  prices  for  the  pharmacist. 
Southern  Office:  Northern  Office: 

Unit  4b,  4  Prestwood  Court, 

Grace  Road,  Leacroft  Road, 

Marsh  Barton,  Risley,  Warrington, 

Exeter,  Devon  Cheshire 
Tel:  0392  216606  Tel:  0925  827292 


Stock  Wanted 


ATTENTION 
ATTENTION 
ATTENTION 

Merchant  Drug  Co. 

Will  buy  your  pharmaceutical  specialities 
and  Medicines,  Antibiotics,  Filled  gelatins- 
capsules,  Filled  ampoules,  Vitamins, 
Sulphur,  Pharmaceutical  raw  materials, 
Laboratory  and  Hospital  equipment,  Baby 
care  products  and  so  on; 

AIRMAIL  CATALOGUES  AND  PRICES  TO: 

MERCHANT  DRUG  CO.  LTD, 
P.O.  BOX  945 
YABA,  NIGERIA. 
TELEX  201 17  NG.  ATTEN  TDS  335. 


Stock  for  Sale 


SPRING  IS  IN 
THE  AIR 

EXCLUSIVE  FROM 
PENWILL  LTD. 

Full  range  of  top  brand 
ADDIS  toiletry,  cosmetic  and 
fashion  bags.  All  at  least  V2 
normal  trade  price.  Extra 
discounts  for  bulk  buyers. 

BUY  NOW  FOR  BIG  SPRING 
PROFITS 

Phone:  Norwich  (0603) 
58378 

We  are  very  happy  to  visit  you  or  post 
samples. 


Ventolin  Inhalers 


(PL  No.  5513/0190) 


80%  DISCOUNT 

PLUS  FREE  PLASTIC  WALLETS 

Labelled  in  English,  English  Instructions 


TELESALES 
0864  -  50733 


EUR0CHEM 


Contract  Packing 


I  actually  get 
away  from  the  office 
at  weekends  since  I 
contacted  CPS. 

For  the  kind  of  contract  packing 
service  that  delivers  on  time,  every  time 
call  CPS  on  (0283)  221616. 

Specialists  in  tablet  and  capsule  counting,  blisier  and  strip  packing, 
powder  packing  and  liquid  filling,  on  premises  licenced  by  the  OHSS  [ 


7^ 


CONTRAC'I  PHARMACEUTICAL  SLRYK  I  S  LIMITED 

Swains  I'ark  Industrial  [.stale.  Park  Road,  Overseal.  Burton-on-Trem,  Staffs 
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PEOPLE 


Death  of  former 
PSGB  president 

Harry  Steinman,  a  Manchester 
proprietor  who  held  many 
important  posts  in  pharmacy 
politics,  died  on  January  14. 

Registering  in  1927,  he  became  a 
proprietor  in  1934  and  served  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  for  30 
years  from  1947.  He  was  president  in  1955 
and  treasurer  1963-75.  Designated  FPS  in 
1966,  he  was  awarded  the  Society's 
Charter  Gold  medal  in  1973. 

Equally  prominent  in  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  he  was  first  elected 
to  its  executive  committee  in  1941  and  was 
chairman  in  1946  and  1970-71 .  He  was  a 
member  and  chairman  of  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  and 
continued  as  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee.  He  served  on  many  local  and 
national  NHS  bodies  and  received  the 
OBE  in  1966. 

Mr  J.  Wright,  former  director,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  writes:  "I 
first  met  Harry  Steinman  in  his  capacity  as 
a  senior  member  of  the  NPU  Executive 
Committee  in  1948  when  I  joined  the  staff 
at  the  original  Mallinson  House  in  Queens 
Square.  I  soon  realised  that  he  was  a 
tenacious,  unwavering  fighter  for  the 
profession  that  was  his  whole  life.  And  at 
the  same  time  I  came  to  realise  he  was  the 
most  kindly  and  likeable  of  men.  Many 
were  the  times,  at  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  Central  NHS 
(Chemist  Contractors)  Committee,  to 
mention  only  two  of  the  many  committees 
on  which  he  served,  that  I  heard  Harry 
speak  with  fervour  and  conviction  on 
behalf  of  the  profession  in  general  and  the 

BMA  approves 
exchange  plan 

A  student  exchange  scheme 
between  pharmacies  and  GPs' 
surgeries  has  won  the  approval  of 
the  British  Medical  Association. 

The  success  of  a  scheme  which  has 
been  running  for  four  years  in  Bedminster, 
Bristol,  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Royal  College  of  General  Practitioners  at 
one  of  its  regular  meetings  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Is  subsequent 
recommendation  to,  and  approval  by  the 
BMA  means  it  will  now  be  publicised  by 


Mr  Steinman,  alter  the  investiture  of  his 
OBE  in  1966 


"one  man"  pharmacist  in  particular. 

"He  made  every  effort  to  bring  the 
NPU  closer  to  the  Society  over  the  years 
when  divergences  of  policy  became 
apparent.  But  he  was  justifiably  proud  to 
have  been  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  during  the  NPU's  Silver  Jubilee 
and  Golden  Jubilee  years.  His  OBE  in 
1966  and  the  award  of  the  Society's 
Charter  Gold  Medal  in  1973  were  well 
deserved  accolades  that  helped  to  mark 
his  outstanding  services  to  his  profession. 

"He  will  be  remembered  by  many 
members  for  his  unswerving  kindness;  for 
example,  visits  to  Birdsgrove  House, 
letters  and  phone  calls  of  encouragement, 
prison  visiting  for  sight  tests,  remembering 
birthdays  (he  always  remembered  mine 
even  after  I  retired)  —  to  mention  only  a 
few  —  and  by  all  who  came  to  realise,  over 
the  years,  that  the  time  he  spent  in  serving 
his  profession  often  prevented  him  from 
furthering  his  own  interests,  and  those  of 
his  wife  Sadie,  in  his  own  pharmacy 
business.  It  will,  I  trust,  be  of  some 
consolation  to  Sadie  to  know  that  the 
thoughts  of  countless  pharmacists  are  with 
her  at  this  sad  time  —  of  the  many  who, 
like  myself  and  my  wife  Peggy,  were  glad 
to  have  had  Harry  as  a  friend." 

both  professions. 

In  Bedminster,  preregistration 
pharmacists  visit  a  practice,  and  spend 
time  with  the  receptionist  and  doctor.  They 
do  not  sit  in  on  consultation.  Trainee  GPs 
then  spend  a  day  with  a  retail  pharmacist. 


Alliance  man 

Simon  Hughes,  Liberal  MP  for  Southwark 
and  Bermondsey,  has  been  appointed 
Alliance  spokesman  on  health.  He  is  one 
of  a  team  of  joint  spokesmen  appointed  to 
promote  the  Alliance's  policies  in  the  run 
up  to  the  general  election. 


McAinsh  joins 
Efamol  as  md 

James  McAinsh,  FPS,  is  being 
appointed  managing  director  of  Efamol. 

Mr  McAinsh,  who  moves  from  May  & 
Baker  where  he  was  director  and  general 
manager  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Division, 
will  be  responsible  for  all  of  the  company's 
worldwide  business  execpt  R&D  and  North 
American  operations.  He  started  his 
career  as  a  pharmacist  and  manager  with 
Boots  and  then  spent  17  years  with  Roche. 
He  was  created  a  Fellow  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  last  month. 

Dr  David  Horrobm  becomes  chief 
executive,  Sir  Ian  Morrow  chairman  and 
Stephen  Wetmore  finance  director  and 
company  secretary.  Non-executive 
directors  are  Sir  James  Black,  Dr  Andrew 
Bamt,  Stewart  Graham,  Dr  Hamish  Hale 
and  Nigel  Keen. 

Panpharma  Ltd:  Dr  Michael  Clyne  is  the 
new  managing  director.  Dr  Clyne  who  is  a 
graduate  in  medicine  from  Edinburgh 
University,  began  working  in  the  industry 
in  1980  from  general  practice  in  Ipswich. 

Thomas  Kerfoot  Pharmaceuticals:  John 
Carolan  has  been  appointed  marketing 
director  to  the  Board.  He  joined  the 
company  in  December  1985  and  was 
previously  marketing  manager. 

Undercover  UK:  Alan  Skerritt  is  promoted 
to  Northern  divisional  sales  manager.  Mr 
Skerritt,  previously  national  accounts 
manager,  will  head  a  new  sales  team  for 
the  North,  formed  as  part  of  an  expansion 
programme.  The  team  includes  three 
account  executives,  Lise  Buckley,  Sylvia 
Messham  and  Colm  Harris,  and  sales 
development  representative  Sue  Ross- 
Wilhams. 

Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd:  Steven  Griffin  has 
been  appointed  product  manager  for 
disposable  razors.  He  moves  from  Alberto- 
Culver  where  he  was  product  manager  for 
Alberto  Jojoba  and  Body  'n'Shme,  with 
assistant  responsibility  for  V05  Alive. 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield:  lam  Taylor 
has  been  appointed  product  marketing 
manager  within  the  general  consumer 
products  division.  Mr  Taylor  joins 
Robinsons  from  the  Steetley  Organisation 
where  he  was,  for  two  years,  a  marketing 
executive.  He  will  be  responsible  for  Soft 
&  Pure  cotton  wool  and  Fast  Aid  plasters. 

Volumatic  Ltd:  Mr  Bob  Weeks  becomes 
export  manager.  He  will  be  responsible  for 
the  worldwide  export  sales. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup.  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd.  Whitstable.  Kent  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD.  Sovereign  Way.  Tonbndge.  Kent  TN°  IBW. 
Registered  at  the  Post  Othceasa  Newspaper  20/20/24s Contents  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1987.  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
photycopying.  recording  or  otherwise  without  th^  prior  permission  ot  Benn  Publications 


146 


Chemist  &  Druggist  24  January  1987 


Calling  all  retailers . 


Out 
now! 


RETAIL 
MANAGEMENT 


REVIEW 


boomtime  BOOTS  STEP  OUT 

AHEAD  FOR  --,„», 
RETAILERS  OF  TOWN 


4   10    16  21 


Every  other  month,  RETAIL  MANAGEMENT 

REVIEW  can  provide  you  with  key  information 
from  several  retail  sectors.  Leading  retail  titles 
from  the  Benn  Publications'  stable  allow  the 
resources  of  major  editorial  teams  and  outside 
experts  to  be  at  our  disposal.  And  now  they  can  be 
at  yours. 

And  it's  information  every  inch  of  the  way.  No 
waste,  no  padding! 


You'll  come  face  to  face  with  very  specific 
problems  from  extremely  diverse  areas  of  the 
retail  industry. ..giving  you  a  keener  insight  into 
your  own  retail  sector.  And  you'll  see  into  the 
future  of  retailing...  where  are  the  growth  points 
into  the  1990's  and  beyond?  What  are  you  doing  to 
capitalise  on  them? 

Make  sure  you  never  miss  another  issue. 
Subscribe  now! 


RETAIL  MANAGEMENT  REVIEW  will  act  as  the  perfect  complement  to  your  regular  issue  of 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST. 


Order  your  own  copy 
TODAY! 


YES! 

I  want  to  subscribe  to  Retail  Management  Review! 

I  enclose  my  cheque  for  £45,  payable  to  Retail  Management  Review,  for  the  first  year's  subscription. 
OR:  Please  charge  my          Q  □  ACCESS          H  □  AMEX          S  n  VISA 
Card  No:  Expiry  date:  Signed:  Date:  


PLEASE  USE  CAPITAL  LETTERS  'Delete  as  applicable 


Name:  (Mr/Ms*| 
Job  title: 
Company: 
Full  address: 


Telephone: 
Signed 


Postcode: 

Telex: 


Date 


PLEASE  TICK  THE  APPROPRIATE  BOX 

Independent  store  Multiple  group  □ 

PLEASE  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Number  of  stores: 

Annual  turnover:   


Number  of  employees: 
Main  Product: 

Type  of  retailing  (e.g.  food,  hardware  etc) 


Return  this  card  TODAY  to:  Fraser  Murdoch 

Retail  Management  Review 

FREEPOST 

Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1YZ 


THE  SLIMMING  MARKET: 
SOME  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


n  1986,  Limmits  sold  more  packs 
than  any  other  competitor  - 
sales*  increased  150%! 

The  market  is  booming  - 
slimmers  are  buying  all 
year  round,  not  just 
pre-summer 

Limmits  offer  a  complete 
range:  4  Creams,  3  Food  Bars 
Digestives  and  5  Lunchpacks. 

Natural  ingredients,  no  artificial  flavourings 
or  preservatives. 


5»* 


£500,000  campaign  in 

women's  interest/slimming  Press 
for  1987  -  starting  now! 


*NielsenOct  198b 


Limmits  is  a  Registered  Trademark 


Limmrts  can  help  slimming  or  weight  control  only  as  part  ot  a  calorie-controlled  diet- 


